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 A ship strayed off course near San Diego some years back. 
It became stuck in a reef at low tide. Twelve tugboats were 
unsuccessful in their attempts to dislodge it. Finally, the cap-
tain instructed the tugs to go back home. He sighed, "I'll just 
be patient and wait." He waited until high tide. All of a sudden 

the ocean began to rise. What human power could not do, the rising 
tide of the Pacific Ocean did. It lifted that ship and put it back into the 
channel. 
 
Something like that happened to the early church on the Day of Pente-
cost. They were all together in one place, confused, unmotivated and 
fearful when suddenly the tide of God rolled in. There was such turmoil 
that some supposed that the disciples were drunk. It fell upon Simon 
Peter to explain to the crowd what was occurring. They were not drunk, 
he said. God was pouring out His Spirit on His people. And Peter began 
telling the good news of Jesus. When he had finished, about three thou-
sand souls were added to the church. How I long to have such excite-
ment in the church again! How I long for the mighty tide of God to roll in 
once more. 
 
The word “Pentecost” derives from the Greek word for “fifty.” It marks 
50 days after Passover on the Jewish calendar and 50 days after East-
er on the Christian calendar. Among Jews it is known as Shebuot or 
“Weeks” and celebrates the giving of the Law to Moses on Mount Sinai. 
For Christians it commemorates the coming of the Holy Spirit upon Je-
sus’ disciples (including the mother of Jesus) gathered in Jerusalem 
after his ascension. 
 
Some people refer to Pentecost as the birthday of the church. Before 
Pentecost, the disciples had been a rag-tag crew of well-meaning but 
ineffectual followers. After Pentecost these same disciples became 
such powerful witnesses that it was said of one of the disciples, Simon 
Peter, that his mere shadow passing over a physically distressed per-
son could bring healing. Before Pentecost, the disciples were fearful, 
fickle followers who could not be depended upon even to stay awake 
while their Master was praying. After Pentecost, they were willing to 
face persecution, even surrender themselves to torture and death in 
order to testify that this same Master had been raised from the dead.  
Before Pentecost, they were pathetic, listless and introverted. —>p3 
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Continued from page 2 
 

After Pentecost they were filled with power, Holy Spirit power, 
and they went out to win the world.  This was Christ's legacy to 
the world. A Spirit-filled church. And that, of course, is who we 

are intended to be today--a power-filled, purpose-driven community of 
faith making a dramatic difference in the world.   
 
At Pentecost God entrusted the Gospel to a motley crew so obviously 
under-qualified that anybody with common sense would know that the 
power came from God.  
 
When life in the church is drab, when our need to reach out to others 
with the comfort of God's Word is lacklustre, when telling others about 
Jesus loses its urgency or when our own lives face hardship, we need 
to be reminded that God has sent us his Spirit. We need to be remind-
ed that God has provided us the help we need to be channels of his 
love and grace to a violent, self-absorbed, pleasure-seeking, material-
istic culture.  
 
The Holy Spirit has been described in many ways. He is like a breath 
that blows away the dust and makes everything clean. He is like re-
freshing cool water to a parched throat. He is like a cleansing bush fire 
that burns away all the thick  undergrowth so that something new can 
rise out of the ashes. He is like a potter who starts with an odd-shaped 
lump and moulds and shapes it into something beautiful. He is like a 
loving spouse whispering into an ear reassurances of love and sup-
port. He is like a parent guiding and helping a confused child. 
He is like a tour guide who points us in the right direction to see things 
that we would otherwise have missed. He is that fierce shaking that 
wakes us up; reminds us that there is more to life than earning money, 
relentlessly pushing ourselves until we are tired, stressed and de-
pressed. That is what the Holy Spirit does – he revitalises, renews, re-
freshes, empowers, creates, he reminds, he guides, he comforts the 
church, those in the church and those whom he touches outside the 
church. 
 
The lessons and experience of Pentecost were never intended to be a 
once only affair. The Holy Spirit is a daily event in the life of the Chris-
tian and of the church. The Holy Spirit speaks to us the truth about 
God and shows us the love of the Father and the self-giving of the 
Son. The Holy Spirit testifies who we are. We are God's children. He 
reminds us that God never gives up on us. He comforts us when we 
are sad. He lifts us up when we are down. The Spirit gives us —>p6 
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CONDUCTING A SPIRITUAL AUDIT 

A member of one Sunday school class I taught asked me 
to lunch. He started the conversation by saying, "I have a 
lawyer to keep me legal, and a doctor to keep me 
healthy. But I have no one to help assess my spiritual condition. Can 
you give me a 'spiritual audit'?" 
 
I had never thought about such a thing. In the next two or three years, 
I accumulated several questions I regularly ask myself. 
Here are a few of them: 
 
Am I content with who I am becoming? 
Our son, Fred Jr., asked me about the important people in my life. Af-
ter hearing each story, he unerringly asked, "Did he finish well?" Some 
did, some didn't, and a few were disasters. 
 
We must be sure our profession does not consume our person. It's 
important that we be more than we do or have. As we grow older, we 
must move from power to wisdom. Those who try to hold power too 
long are resented. Even parents who try to hold power over their chil-
dren lose the love of their children. However, when we are able to give 
up power at the right time and become a wisdom figure, then we are 
useful, honoured, and kept in the mainstream. So, I ask myself, “am I 
moving from power and becoming a man of wisdom?” 
Of course, in power, we hold the offensive, while in wisdom we are the 
consultant--those who want our help come to us; we don't go to them. 
 
Do I have a flow-through philosophy? 
Scripture says, "He that believeth in me, out of his innermost parts will 
flow rivers of living water." The freshness is in the flow. The mountain 
stream is fresh; the Everglades are stagnant. Some of us want to be a 
lake, not a river. We want to accumulate before we let too much flow 
through. However, as a Christian, I am to let the blessings flow through 
me.  
 
Oswald Chambers warns that when we dam the blessings in our life, 
we become stagnant, cynical, mean-spirited. We must break the dam 
and let blessings flow like a river, for the freshness is in the flow. 
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Conducting a spiritual audit 

Is obedience in small matters built into my reflexes? 
Obedience largely determines my relation with Christ following new 
birth. He says I am his friend if I obey him, therefore I must check my 
obedience. My good intentions count for little. I can obey God out of 
fear or from love. Both He and I prefer love. Also, how do I handle 
disobediences? Do I give excuses or confessions?  Do I foolishly 
either carry guilt or try to punish myself for what God alone can for-
give--and will?  
 

Do I have joy? 
Joy is promised to me. Do I have it? If my relationship with Christ is 
right, I do. 
 

I have attended a church in the past five years that gave me one 
great blessing--a firm belief in the sovereignty of God. I now totally 
believe that God doesn't need me, He loves me; and I don't work for 
Him to earn His love, I work for Him as a result of His love. He lets 
me work in order to mature me. That brings joy. 
 

Does my family recognize the authenticity of my spirituality? 
They see me whole. I would like to believe--and must believe--that if 
I am growing spiritually, my family will recognize it. I was privileged 
to attend a gathering of Christian leaders once, as a friend of the 
pastor who organized it. During lunch, Stephen Olford said, "My 
brothers, I am weary of celebrity religion. I  have had my share of 
honours, but when I die, unless my family can say, 'There is some-
thing of God in the man,' then I will have failed." There came that 
holy hush of self-examination for each of us. 
                                         Questions to keep your personal accounts in order. 
                                                        by Fred Smith Sr., Leadership consulting editor  

  STAY YOUNG WHILE GROWING OLD 
There are many young people and some in the middle age-bracket 
who are so scared of growing old. Old age can be fun and  it is pos-
sible to stay young while growing old. How? Applaud others’ suc-
cesses, Exercise daily even if it is for a few minutes .Keep a positive 
attitude to life. Read widely and often. Play with children. Enjoy na-
ture. Laugh heartily. Take a class. Plant a garden if you have the 
means. Count your blessings.  Sing from your heart. Eat healthy 
food. Give generously to others. Live one day at a time. + 
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Pentecost - then and now 

Continued from page 3 
 

the power to live as children of God. Through the Spirit working in and 
with us, God is no longer distant and remote; the cross and resurrec-
tion of Christ are more than historical events, now they are part of our 
being.  
 
The gift of the Holy Spirit is the distinguishing feature of the Christian 
church. It is the very soul of our faith. In the Holy Spirit’s indwelling 
Presence is the secret of all Christian experience, and in the abiding 
energy of His power is the dynamic of all Christian service. The prom-
ises concerning the Holy Spirit challenge us. The record of the day of 
Pentecost challenges us. The history of the Christian Church chal-
lenges us.  
 
At Pentecost, the Holy Spirit came upon the disciples in a dramatic 
fashion. The result was that spontaneously they began to speak differ-
ent languages proclaiming the wonderful things that God has done. 
Different Jewish pilgrims from Parthia, Media, Elam and other exotic 
places were amazed because they understood what they heard as the 
disciples were speaking their languages. 
 
The miracle of that particular Pentecost reverses the episode of the 
Tower of Babel in Genesis 11. In that story, in response to human ar-
rogance, God “confused” the languages of humankind and scattered 
them over the face of the earth. Now the good news of Jesus Christ is 
the language that unites all these different peoples. The rest of Acts 
traces the spread of the Gospel all over the Mediterranean world. It 
moves first among Jews and then fans out to non-Jews.  
 
The miracle of Pentecost, was that “each one heard them [the apos-
tles] speaking in his own language.” Now, almost 2,000 years later, 
the church’s missionary activity continues, and the Gospel has been 
proclaimed far beyond the Mediterranean world. The memory of Jesus 
has been kept alive, and the movement he began has been carried 
on.  
 
Nevertheless, Luke’s Pentecost narrative challenges the  Church to-
day to find even more effective ways of communicating the Gospel to 
peoples in every land on earth. —>p7 
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Pentecost - then and now 

Continued from page 6 
 

Just as the early Christians moved beyond the land of Israel and the 
Jewish people, so we must help all the peoples in our world hear and 
express the Gospel in their own languages and according to their own 
cultural patterns. 
 
The miracle of the “tongues” at Pentecost was the initial step in the 
process that is sometimes called the inculturation of the Gospel. The 
challenge that faced the first Christians gathered in Jerusalem at the 
birth of the church still faces the church today. That challenge in-
volves remaining faithful to the substance of the Gospel, while trans-
lating and applying it in all the languages and cultures of the world. 
For that we too need the help and guidance of the Holy Spirit.  
 
Those who have had emotional religious experiences - and some of 
us have - perhaps at church camp or a youth rally or in a revival ser-
vice or even in private, know that the "high" we felt at the time was 
terrific. It was something we wanted to keep flowing. But sooner or 
later, there came a time when the emotion dissipated and we began 
to question whether the spiritual encounter we'd had was real after 
all. I would argue that in many cases, it was indeed real, but that the 
emotion was never intended to be an ongoing part of the experience 
–it was merely the "starter set" that was to be replaced for the long 
haul by faith and trust. So, don’t seek tongues of fire on you as it hap-
pened on the day of the first Pentecost, but God’s power, as it fell on 
the disciples. God is still empowering His people and sending them 
out to proclaim His message. He is still unlocking bolted doors and 
sending His messengers to the streets. Do not let Pentecost be a 
mere information in your religious experience, allow God’s Holy Spirit 
to transform your life.    
 
Looking at those passionate disciples of Jesus who rushed out into 
the streets to preach about Jesus because they couldn't help them-
selves, we have to ask, how should  our direct experience of God’s 
Spirit manifest itself today? Or to ask it another way, how should it 
make us feel, and how should it make us act and what type of people 
should we become as the power of God transforms our entire being? 
+  
                                                                                    Dele Agbelusi  
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  QUESTIONS YOU WANT TO ASK 

Question: "What are the communicable and incommunicable 
attributes of God? 
 
Answer: Communicable attributes of God are those that humans can 
also possess, although only to a finite extent. If something is com-
municable, it is able to be communicated or transmitted to others. In-
communicable attributes of God are those attributes exclusive to Him. 
Humans cannot share the incommunicable attributes of divinity. 
 
As finite beings, humans will not share in even the communicable at-
tributes of God to the same extent that God has those attributes. For 
example, God is love (1 John 4:8). Humans can love, but we do so 
imperfectly. God is also just. Humans have a sense of justice and can 
carry out justice but, again, do so imperfectly. God is Creator. Hu-
mans are creative, but we cannot create ex nihilo as God has. Some 
of the other communicable attributes of God are grace, mercy, good-
ness, truthfulness, rational thought, and relationality. 
 
As we grow in Christ and are transformed by the work of the Holy 
Spirit in us (Romans 12:1–2; 2 Corinthians 3:18), we share in God’s 
communicable attributes in a more meaningful and perfected sense. 
When we are saved by God’s grace through faith in Jesus, we be-
come new (2 Corinthians 5:17). Yet we also still battle against our sin-
ful natures and must learn “to put off your old self, which is being cor-
rupted by its deceitful desires; to be made new in the attitude of your 
minds; and to put on the new self, created to be like God in true right-
eousness and holiness” (Ephesians 4:22–24). It is in abiding in Christ 
that we can bear fruit (John 15:1–17). It is through the filling of the Holy 
Spirit that we exhibit characteristics like “love, joy, peace, forbear-
ance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-
control” (Galatians 5:22–23). It is when we are in Christ that our love 
more closely resembles godly agape love and is less tainted by our 
own sinfulness. 

It is important to understand that we will never be fully like God, and 
in no sense will we ever become gods. God is distinct from us, and 
yet we are made in His image and redeemed by His Son. We are 
called to be holy as He is holy (1 Peter 1:15–16) yet know that only He 
is completely holy; any holiness in us comes from Him. —>p9 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20John%204.8
https://www.gotquestions.org/creation-ex-nihilo.html
https://www.gotquestions.org/attributes-God.html
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%2012.1%E2%80%932
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Cor%203.18
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Cor%205.17
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Eph%204.22%E2%80%9324
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%2015.1%E2%80%9317
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Gal%205.22%E2%80%9323
https://www.gotquestions.org/agape-love.html
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet%201.15%E2%80%9316
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Questions you want to ask 

Continued from page 8 
 

Our sharing in God’s communicable attributes is for His glory and is 
made possible by His design of us and His enabling as we abide in 
Him. 
 

God’s incommunicable attributes are those characteristics that can-
not be shared with His creatures. God’s incommunicable attributes 
are things that only God can have and that make Him distinct from 
creation. For example, God is omnipotent, omnipresent, omniscient, 
sovereign, transcendent, immutable, and self-existent. We can define 
these attributes, but we often do not fully comprehend them and can 
never call them our own. The incommunicable attributes of God are 
what make God, God. They are His distinguishing features that only 
He possesses. The incommunicable attributes of God are cause for 
us to revere, worship, trust, and praise the Creator. + 

Recommended Resource: Knowing God by J.I. Packer 

               MEMORY VERSE FOR THE MONTH 
 
7 He said to them: ñIt is not for you to know the 
times or dates the Father has set by his own au-
thority. 8 But you will receive power when the 
Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my 
witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to 
the ends of the earth.ò 
                                                 Acts 1: 7,8 

https://www.gotquestions.org/God-omnipotent.html
https://www.gotquestions.org/“God-omnipresent.html”
https://www.gotquestions.org/God-omniscient.html
https://www.gotquestions.org/God-is-sovereign.html
https://www.gotquestions.org/God-transcendent.html
https://www.gotquestions.org/immutability-God.html
https://www.gotquestions.org/aseity-of-God.html
https://www.christianbook.com/Christian/Books/product?event=AFF&p=1011693&item_no=1650X
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REAL PEARLS 

 
The cheerful girl with bouncy curls was almost five. 
Waiting with her mother at the checkout stand, she saw 
a circle of glistening white pearls in a pink foil box. “Oh 
please, Mommy. Can I have them? Please, Mommy, 
please?”  
 
Her mother checked the back of the little foil box and said, “Jenny, these 
pearls cost $1.95. If you really want them, I’ll think of some extra chores for 
you to do and raise your allowance. It won’t take long for you to save enough 
money to buy them yourself.” Her mother was right. After only two weeks, 
Jenny had enough money saved for the pearls. Her mother took her back to 
the store, where Jenny proudly counted out her money to the cashier. 
 
Jenny loved her pearls. They made her feel pretty and grown up. She wore 
them everywhere—Sunday school, kindergarten, even to bed. The only time 
she took them off was when she went swimming or took a bubble bath. Her 
mother said that if they got wet, they might turn her neck green.  
 
Jenny also had a very loving daddy. Every night when she was ready for bed, 
her daddy would stop whatever he was doing and come upstairs to read her 
a story. One night when he finished the story, he said to Jenny, “I love you, 
sweetheart. Do you love me?”  
 
“Oh yes, Daddy,” Jenny replied. “You know that I love you.” “Then give me 
your pearls,” her father said.  Jenny was confused. “Oh, Daddy, not my 
pearls,” she said. “But you can have Princess, the white horse from my col-
lection. Remember, Daddy? The one you gave me last year? She’s my fa-
vourite.” 
 
“That’s okay, Honey,” Jenny’s father said. “Daddy loves you. Good night.” 
And he brushed her cheek with a kiss.  About a week later, after story time, 
Jenny’s daddy said once again, “I sure do love you, sweetheart. Do you love 
me?”  “Daddy, you know I love you.”  “Then give me your pearls.” 
 
Jenny was confused again. “Oh Daddy, not my pearls. But you can have my 
baby doll. The brand new one I got for my birthday. She is so beautiful. You 
can have the yellow blanket that matches her sleeper, too.”   “That’s okay,” 
Jenny’s father said. “Daddy loves you. Good night.” And as always, he gave 
her a gentle kiss.  
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Real pearls 
 

A few nights later when her daddy came in, Jenny was sitting on her bed 
with her legs crossed. As he came close, he noticed her chin was trembling 
and one silent tear rolled down her cheek.  “What is it, Jenny? What’s the 
matter?” 
 
Jenny didn’t say anything, but lifted her little hand up to her daddy. And 
when she opened it, there was her little pearl necklace. With a little quiver, 
she finally said, “Here, Daddy, it’s for you.”  With tears gathering in his own 
eyes, Jenny’s daddy reached out with one hand to take the necklace. With 
the other hand he reached into his pocket and pulled out a blue velvet case 
and gave it to Jenny. 
 
When she opened it, she found a beautiful strand of real pearls. 
   
 What are you hanging on to? What kind of cheap, dime-store jewelry is pre-
venting you from receiving the blessings that your heavenly Father wants to 
pour out on you? 
 
Jesus said, “But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these 
things will be given to you as well” (Matthew 6:33). If you truly love Jesus 
and want to follow him, then you must let go of worldly things that seem so 
important to you and trust that he will give you much more in return.  
 
Maybe it’s your friends that are holding you back and keeping you from be-
ing the kind of person God wants you to be. The thought of letting them go, 
of being rejected, of being alone may scare you so much that you refuse to 
do anything about it. But God is faithful and good. He doesn’t want you to be 
rejected or alone any more than you do. Trust that he will give you back 
some new friends—better friends—because you’ve been obedient to him. 
 
Maybe it’s wrong or childish thoughts about God. He’s not waiting for you to 
mess up, so he can zap you with zits! 
 
Maybe you’re holding onto the fake pearls of popularity or acceptance. 
You’ve been desperate to be liked and, until now, have been holding on to 
fake acceptance from your peers, rather than the unconditional love and un-
clouded acceptance that God gives. 
 
What’s your string of cheap pearls? What feels risky to let go of—even 
though you know it will be better to go for the perfect pearls? 
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MARTIN LUTHERõS MOST NOBLE WORDS 

Since your majesty and your lordships desire a simple reply, I will 
answer without horns and without teeth. Unless I am convicted by 
scripture and plain reason--I do not accept the authority of popes and 
councils for they have contradicted each other--my conscience is 
captive to the Word of God. I cannot and I will not recant anything, 
for to go against conscience is neither right nor safe. Here I stand, I 
cannot do otherwise, God help me. Amen." 
 

Perhaps the most notable words spoken in the Reformation, this ac-
cording to early printed reports, was Luther's reply at Worms when 
urged to recant. He uttered the memorable lines in German on April 
18, 1521, and then, upon request, repeated their gist in Latin for 
those who did not understand his native tongue. He was sweating, 
said witnesses. With a victory gesture he slipped out of the room. 
Frederick the Wise, Luther's supporter, was uneasy. Did the scrip-
tures condemn Luther or not? "He is too daring for me," the elector 
admitted. Nonetheless, on the next day, when asked to stand against 
Luther with the emperor, he did not sign the condemnation although 
the other four electors did so. 
 

As for the Emperor, he reasoned that a single friar who went contrary 
to the whole church could not possibly be right. Descended from a 
long line of Christian emperors, he felt that to accept Luther's view 
was to betray the faith of his fathers. He would take prompt action 
against Luther, he vowed. But since Luther had been given safe con-
duct to Worms, he allowed him to depart in safety.  
 
Luther did not leave Worms at once. For several days a committee 
reasoned with him, begging him not to rend the church in two. They 
pointed out that war would surely come to Germany. Melanchthon, 
his beloved associate, might be killed. Luther could not help but be 
moved, but his determination held. God's word must be followed 
whatever the cost. To this confrontation his stand against indulgenc-
es had finally brought him. 
 

There are grounds to doubt that Luther said "Here I stand. I cannot 
do otherwise." Although the earliest printed versions contain these 
lines, the official transcripts do not. Whether spoken or not, the words 
convey the brave monk's attitude. When Luther left Worms, the 
Reformation was irrevocable...Dan Graves, MSL 
      (c) Church History Timeline 
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BIBLE STUDY SESSIONS AT THE CHURCH WEEKEND AWAY 
MAY 5-7, 2017 
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LAUGHTER LINES 

                        NO DADDY 
 

A father was taking his thirteen-year-old to task for 
smoking in the garden shed. ôAnd what about youõ, he 
said, turning to his ten-year-old daughter. ôHave you 
been smoking too?õ 
 
ôNo, Daddy,õ she said, with serious indignation. ôI certainly have 
not. I have given it up.õ 
 
 

 

THE DEVIL AND I 
I canõt help admiring one little boy who summed up the problem of 
evil memorably. His pious grandmother caught him beating up his 
sister.  
 
ôBilly,õ she said, leaning over him and shaking her finger, ôWas it 
Satan who told you to scratch Catherineõs face!õ ôPerhaps it was,õ 
said Billy,  ôbut it was my idea to kick her in the shins.õ 

 
     
 

 OUT OF THE MOUTHS OF KIDS 
After graphically telling the story of the Good Samaritan, in which 
a man was brutally beaten, robbed, and left for dead, Mrs Martin 
asked her Sunday school class, òIf you saw a person lying beside 
the road all wounded and bleeding, what would you do?ó A thought-
ful little Maggie broke the hushed silence, òI think Iõd throw up.ó        
From òWorldõs greatest collection of church jokesó 

 
 
 
 

CHEERFUL GIVER 
On Sunday morning a father gave his son a couple of quarters and 
a dollar. òPut the dollar in the offering,ó the father said, òthen you 
can have the fifty cents for ice cream.ó 
When the boy came home, he still had his dollar. òWhy didnõt you 
put the dollar in the offering?ó his father asked. 
òWell, it was like this,ó the boy explained. òthe preacher said that 
God loves a cheerful giver. I could give the fifty cents a whole lot 
more cheerfully than I could the dollar.ó  
From òWorldõs greatest collection of church jokes 
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LAUGHTER LINES 

    HELL 
A man was driving to work when a lorry drove through a 
stop sign, hit his car broadside and knocked him out.  
Passers-by pulled him from the wreck and revived him. 

He began a terrific struggle and had to be tranquillised by the 
medics.  
 
Later, when he was calm, they asked him why he struggled so. He 
said, ôI remember the impact, then nothing. I woke up on a con-
crete slab in front of a huge, flashing òShelló sign. 
 
And somebody was standing in front of the Sõ. 
         

     Compiled by J John and Mark Stibbe  
     (Box of Delights) 

 
 
 

MAKE IT HOT FOR GRANDMA 
A small boy, asked by his mother to pray for fine weather to 
make Grannyõs rheumatism better, came up with this memorable 

prayer: 
ôOh Lord, please make it hot for Grandma!õ 

 
 

POLI-TRICKS: OLDEST PROFESSION 
In a prestigious argument, a surgeon, an architect, and a politician 
debated over whose profession was the oldest. The surgeon 
boasted, "Eve was made from Adam's rib. That was surgery!" 
"Maybe so," said the architect, "but before that, order was cre-
ated from chaos, and that was the work of an architect." The pol-
itician quickly saw his cue and said, "But who do you think created 
the chaos?"      Stories for Preachers 
 
 
    DANGEROUS DOG 
One day a mailman was greeted by a boy and a huge dog. The mail-
man said to the boy, "does your dog bite?" "No," replied the boy. 
Just then the huge dog bit the mailman. The man yelled, "I 
thought your dog doesn't bite!" "He doesn't," replied the boy, 
"that's not my dog!"  
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WHATõS ON IN JUNE 

 

SERMON OUTLINES FOR THE MONTH OF JUNE 
   

    10:30am Service 
 

SERIES: PRAYER OF THE EARLY CHURCH.  
 

What does this mean? 
Acts 2:1-40 - June 4  

 

It Is for your Good 
John 16:1-15 - June 11  

 

Fatherôs Day 
Ephesians 1:1-14  -  June 18  

 
SERIES:  A MAN AFTER GODôS OWN HEART  

 
Rejecting the Chosen 
1 Samuel 15  - June 25  

 
4.00pm Service  

 

SERIES: Ever Increasing Circles 
 

Big Bible Words - Recap Weekend Away– June 4  

 

Acts 13:4-14:28 - June 11  
 

Acts 15:1-16:5  - June 18  
 

Acts 16:6-18    - June 25  
 

 SCHEDULE OF HOLY COMMUNION SERVICES  
 

First and third Sundays- Book of Common Prayer. Time:   8am. 
 

Second Sunday - Common Worship. Time:   10.30am 
 

Fourth Sunday - Common Worship.   Time:   4.pm 
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STORY BEHIND THE HYMN 
BLEST BE THE TIE THAT BINDS 

This hymn was written by Rev. John Fawcett, an English preacher. He 
was born in 1740 into a poor family in Yorkshire, England, and was 
orphaned at age 12. To survive, he accepted a lengthy apprenticeship 
to a tailor. Then, while still in his teens, he heard the great George 
Whitfield preach and became a Christian. While serving his apprentice-
ship, Fawcett became active in a Baptist church and was often asked 
to speak. Then at age 25 (and newly married) he was invited to serve 
as pastor of a small church at Wainsgate. The poor people of that little 
village were able to pay very little, and much of Fawcett’s pay came as 
potatoes and other produce. Once his wife, Mary, began having chil-
dren, they found it difficult to survive. 
 
In 1772, Fawcett learned that the pastor Rev. (Dr) Gill of a large Bap-
tist church, Caterslane chapel, in London was retiring due to ill health, 
and he let the church know that he would be interested in serving 
them. Thus, Rev. Fawcett was asked if he would leave his village 
church and become the pastor of Carterslane. The salary offered was 
handsome enough to cater for Fawcett and his large family, unlike the 
poor salary he was being paid by the village church, which could not 
meet his needs. In order to take advantage of this better opportunity, 
he consented to move to the city pastorate by resigning his appoint-
ment with the Baptist Chapel in Wainsgate. After submitting his letter 
of resignation, he sold. his furniture, packed his things and waited for 
the notice of his resignation to expire.  
 
On his last day, after preaching his farewell sermon at Wainsgate, he 
packed his things into a wagon. He was already in the wagon, with his 
family, ready to go, when members of his small congregation that sur-
rounded the wagon broke down in tears. Fawcett could not bear this. 
He therefore decided to return to the village church. He took his things 
out of the wagon and was soon back in his little vicarage.  
 
He asked Caterslane Chapel in London to withdraw its offer of appoint-
ment. Thus, Rev. Fawcett and his family decided to continue in that 
little village church by faith and dependence upon the providence of 
God. 
It was while deciding to continue his ministry in that village church, in 
the midst of the joys and sorrows of his tiny congregation, that the in-
spiration for this hymn (Blest be the tie) came to him. —>p18 
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Story behind the hymn 
òBlest be the Tie that bindsó 

Continued from page 17 
 

He quickly wrote down the words. The hymn was later taught to that 
small congregation and hand in hand, they all lifted their voices and 
heart to sing the song – “Blest be the Tie that binds our hearts in 
Christian love; The fellowship of kindred mind, is like to that above.”  
 
Fawcett continued to minister in that small church in the little village 
which in five years had become a larger town. In 1777 a new chapel 
was built for him at Hebden Bridge, and about the same time he 
opened a school at Brearley Hall, his place of residence. In 1793 he 
was invited to become President of the Baptist Academy at Bristol, 
but declined. In 1811 he received from America the degree of D.D., 
and died in 1817, at the age of 78. Dr. Fawcett was the author of a 
number of prose works on Practical Religion, several of which at-
tained a large circulation. This song, and “God be with you until we 
meet again,” are the most useful farewell hymns in the world. +           
Dele Agbelusi 
 
Resources :Rev. S.M.Leigh Great Hymns inspired by Sorrow and Trials.  
                  Richard Niell Donovan 

 
   Full Text of hymn 
 
1. Blest be the tie that binds 
Our hearts in Christian love; 
The fellowship of kindred minds 
Is like to that above. 
 
2. Before our Father’s throne 
We pour our ardent prayers; 
Our fears, our hopes, our aims are one 
Our comforts and our cares. 
 
3. We share each other’s woes, 
Our mutual burdens bear; 
And often for each other flows 
The sympathizing tear. 

4. When we asunder part, 
It gives us inward pain; 
But we shall still be joined in 
heart, 
And hope to meet again. 
 
5. This glorious hope revives 
Our courage by the way; 
While each in expectation 
lives, 
And longs to see the day. 
 
6. From sorrow, toil and pain, 
And sin, we shall be free, 
And perfect love and friend-
ship reign 
Through all eternity.  

John Fawcett, 1740-1817  
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HEAVENLY CORRESPONDENCE 

Dear Child of Mine, 
 
Before Jesus left earth to return home to Me, He asked Me to 
give you a gift. He knew He could no longer be a face-to-face 
kind of friend. So He asked Me to give you a Spirit-to-spirit kind 
of friend. 
 
The Spirit Friend-the Holy Spiritï is a little harder to relate to at 
first because Heôs invisible. But His friendship has one big plus. 
Jesus could only be in one place at a time, but His Spirit can be   
wherever you are all the time. 
 
The Holy Spirit doesnôt have to run alongside your car to keep 
up with you. He can travel inside you and be close to you any-
where and everywhere, constantly refilling you, refuelling you, 
and reminding you of Jesusô love. Heôs awesome. 
 
Jesusô Dad 
God 

  GOD, YOUR HEAVENLY FATHER 

  You, My beloved child 

A SPIRIT-TO-SPIRIT FRIEND 

E-MAIL FROM GOD  

Adapted from óe-mail from God for Teensô-Clonigers 

 

[The Father will] provide you another Friend so that you will always 
have someone with you.  

This Friend is the Spirit of Truth. He will remind you of all the things 
I have told you. 
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FINDING OUT ABOUT éCHRIST CHURCH? 
Tel/Fax: 020 8340 1566 

 

We are a family of men and women, boys and girls who are resolved to live for 
God, guided by His Spirit and on the principles of  the Holy Scriptures as our 
Guide and final Authority. 
 

We believe that it is God’s world and that He has given the answer to all human 
problems in Jesus Christ. As a body of believers, we offer to all who come, reg-
ular opportunities for worship and service that point the way to God as our 
strongest  resource in all aspects of life. 
 

We will be pleased to welcome you to any of our activities.  
You will find a warm welcome at Christ Church. 
 

Times of worship and fellowship are shown below: 
 

Sunday - 8.00 am. Holy Communion (1st and 3rd Sundays BCP) 
-10.30 am. Morning service with Crèche facilities and Sunday school 

There is an all-age service once every month - usually the  
third Sunday of the month unless otherwise indicated. 

 -4.00 pm: Evening service with crèche facilities and Sunday school 
 

WEEKLY ACTIVITIES AT A GLANCE 
 

Monday   Prayer meeting in church—8pm  5th and 19th June 
                       

Wednesday - Story Box—Mums and toddlers (10-11.30am)- Term time only 
Fellowship Meal in church (6:30 pm) followed by, 
    Bible Fellowship  (7.15 pm)  
Thursday  - Homework Club (5 pm-7 pm ) - Term time only 
 

Friday - Seniors’ Bible Fellowship (2pm –3pm) 9th and 23rd June 
                    - Scouts meeting in church and hall (6.00 pm)  
  - Music Team practice in choir vestry (6.00 pm)              
Saturday - Intercessors prayer meeting in church (7-8 pm) 
Enquiry/Counselling/Prayer Lifeline - please phone 020 8340 1566  
Editorial Board: Sheila Wheeler, Iyabo Agbelusi, Dele Agbelusi,  
                            Jibola Fapohunda, Adam Pymble 
Vicar:           -  Revd Canon Dele Agbelusi 
Associate Vicar:  Revd Adam Pymble 
Church Wardens: Peter Green, Jibola Fapohunda, Charles Murphy 
Licensed Lay Ministers:  Richard Mercer, Iyabo Agbelusi 
Safeguarding: Christabel Oshodi  and  Lynette  Woodrow 
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