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We live in an age where institutions, 
people, government and organisa-
tions struggle to convince us that 
their word should be regarded as 
authority in all decisions relating to 

human affairs. These include how we should 
live and what should be regarded as right and 
wrong, at times extending to how the Holy Scriptures should be inter-
preted. This leads me to the first question I will consider in this write-up.  
 
What is Scripture? What are our Scriptures? For followers of Jesus, it is 
the Bible. Evangelical Protestants believe that there are 66 books of the 
Bible. What makes this collection of books, or writings so special for 
us? What do they represent? The short answer is that they represent 
the things that God has said to certain people at certain times. Other 
books (often called Deuterocanonical books or Apocrypha), which some 
include and others donôt, are books which can be helpful but not author-
itative.  
 
The New Testament consists of those writings which are linked to the 
eyewitnesses of Jesus and contain information about His teaching and 
life as well as how that information is worked out in the lives of those 
that follow Him. The Old Testament contains records of God speaking 
to the people of Israel ( the chosen people of God until the coming 
of Jesus). Ultimately these books contain the information which 
God has chosen to reveal to us about himself. 
 
Starting with Luther, the Protestants basically said ñit is not good for 
someone else to have the sole authority  to tell me what is right and 
wrong, or more importantly who is or is not going to 
hell when I have the Scriptures here for myself.ò This 
is why it is important for the Protestants to have a 
definite list of what books are Scripture and what 
books arenôt. For those of the other Christian faiths, 
the key issue is the teaching of those (ministers) 
who were entrusted with the message, not the teaching of the books. 
For the Protestants we let the books speak to us as they were written, 
though not throwing aside the assistance of teachers and pastors.  
                                                                                                    ð>p3 

Vicarõs ten - minute reflection 

CREDIBLE AUTHORITY ñTHE BIBLE  

What are our 
Scriptures? For 
followers of Je-
sus, it is the  
Bible. 
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We shouldnôt confuse the authority of Scripture with the author-
ity that people within the church have been delegated. As a 
minister of this church certain authority has been delegat-
ed to me. I can use church facilities. I can teach people. I 

can lead people. However the way I do these things is to be under 
Godôs authority, under the authority of the Scriptures. And any-
one can challenge what I, Church policy, or anybody else does in an 
official church capacity if it contradicts a clear understanding of Scrip-
ture. If the World Council of Churches, for example,  get together and 
say that Jesus didnôt really die, or that Mary wasnôt a virgin, or whatev-
er they might say, it isnôt binding on us. We understand that it is the 
Bible, not what somebody says about the Bible that is really important 
for us. 
 

The other thing I want to briefly mention that doesnôt hold authority is 
tradition. One of the things that the reforms questioned was why the 
Church did several things by just following tradition which did not  
stack up to the teaching of Scripture. The argument that ñwe have al-
ways done it that wayò is not good enough. 
 
The study of Scripture sets our minds on the things 
above (Col. 3:2), the source of all biological and 
spiritual life. By drinking deeply and regularly from 
the well of God's Word, our entire value system will 
be gradually transformed from the temporal to the 
eternal.  This is the heart of wisdom--plugging into the realm of ulti-
mate reality and walking in the light, life, and love of the Lord. By pur-
suing the precepts and principles of the Bible, we gain the most im-
portant skill of all: the ability to live each area of life under the dominion 
of the King. The Bible does not tell us to live and learn; it exhorts us to 
learn and live. 

 
Discovering the truth about the Bible could prove to be 
one of the most important and exciting adventures you 
have ever embarked upon. Although critics attack the 
Bible, and preachers ignore or gloss over many of its 

teachings, the Bible contains a dimension of knowledge that is 
almost totally missing from our modern world.  
 
The Bible reveals the true purpose of life. Bible prophecies not 
only foretold the rise and fall of ancient nations; they also explain the 
real significance of world events making headlines today and where 
those events are heading. In spite of what millions have been led to 
believe, the Bible is much more than a pious devotional. ð>p6 

The Bible does 
not tell us to live 
and learn; it ex-
horts us to learn 
and live. 
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GOOD MARRIAGES TAKE TIME 

Some days I think men, especially, inherit a double 
dose of impatience. That could explain why so many 
of us despise shopping and mutter when the driver in 
front of us balks at turning right on red.  
 

More than once, my wife, Debi, has said: "Sometimes I just don't un-
derstand you at all!" Well, I haven't completely figured her out, either. 
After more than twenty years of marriage, there's so much more we 
need to learn about living and loving as husband and wife. And it takes 
time. 
 

But why is that so exasperating? My guess is it's part of human nature. 
A congenital hurry-bone of contention inherited from Adam and Eve 
who started the whole business by eating an apple guaranteed to give 
them instant knowledge. 
 

When we live by the false "faster is better" creed, we lose sight of the 
contrasting truth: Relationships take lots of time to develop and nur-
ture. They demand long hours and years and even decades of work. 
But when you stop to consider the alternative, it's clear that marriage is 
worth the time. Why hurry to divorce court when you can take your 
time and nurture a deep commitment for the rest of your life? 
          Gregg Lewis 

          QUOTABLE QUOTES ON MARRIAGE 

 

Sometimes the Road is rocky, Just Remember:  
ñTo solve a marriage problem, you have to talk with each other about 
it, choosing wisely the time and place. But when accusations and 
lengthy speeches of defence fill the dialogue, the partners are not 
talking to each other but past each other. Take care to listen more 
than you speak. If you still canôt agree on a solution, consider asking 
a third party, without a vested interest, to mediate.ò ~ R.C. Sproul  

ñMany marriages would be better if the husband and the wife clearly 
understood that they are on the same side.ò ~ Zig Ziglar  

ñLove is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; it is not arro-
gant or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or re-
sentful; it does not rejoice at wrongdoing, but rejoices with the truth.ò 
      ~ The Holy Bible, 1 Corinthians 13:4-6  
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GOD WILL BE THERE 

I know of a couple who took their toddler to the doctor for what ap-
peared to be a virus. An examination revealed a heart condition re-
quiring surgery. After surgery, the child died. One day a virus, the 
next day surgery, and then she was gone.  
 

Another true story: A man went into his attic to repair some wiring. 
When his wife returned home, she found him electrocuted. 
 

These are people of faith, and their faith hasn't spared them the ago-
nies of a world shot through with tragedy. I asked my husband, "How 
do you face the possibility of something terrible happening to us?" His 
answer: "The only way is to tell myself I won't go through it alone." 
 

Faith tells us that God will be with us no matter what happens. Isaiah 
43:2: "When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and 
when you pass through the rivers, they will not sweep over you. 
When you walk through the fire, you will not be burned; the flames will 
not set you ablaze." Not if you pass through the waters. It's when you 
pass through the waters, the rivers, the fire. 
 

It's unhealthy to dwell on what might happen before it does. Whenev-
er that voice whispers, "What would you do if... ?", we can remind 
ourselves that God will be there. 
           Diane Eble 
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   CREDIBLE AUTHORITY ñTHE BIBLE  

Continued from page 3 

 
Today, many people are encouraged to believe 
that all religions are equally credibleðor equally 
fancifulðwithout ever comparing the sourcebooks 
of those religions. As a result, millions are una-
ware of how the Bible is unique, and what amazing features distin-
guish it from all other religious books. 
 

The Bible is surely the most influential book ever written. It has been 
translated into more languages than any other piece of literature. 
Many do not realize how profoundly the Bible has influenced the 
course of all Western civilization. Millions do not understand that bibli-
cal laws and teachings provided the basis for social values and 
legal systems throughout the Western world for centuries. Sir 
Isaac Newton, one of the most brilliant minds of his century, re-
marked, "There are more sure marks of authenticity in the Bible than 
in any profane history." Britain's Queen Victoria said of the Bible, 
"That book accounts for the supremacy of England." U.S. president 
Andrew Jackson stated, "That book, sir, is the rock on which our re-
public stands." U.S. president George Washington commented, "It is 
impossible to govern the world without God and the Bible." France's 
Napoleon observed, "The Bible is no mere book, but a Living Crea-
ture, with a power that conquers all who oppose it" (Halley's Bi-
ble Handbook, pp. 18ï19). 
 

What has produced such a profound shift in attitudes toward the Bible 
in the very nations that once professed strong belief in Scripture? 
Why do millions now doubt that God inspired the Bible? Why are bil-
lions searching everywhere else for answers found clearly in the Bi-
ble?  
 

The failure of our teachers to stick to what the Bible plainly says 
instead of inventing ways  to "harmonize" the Bible with modern 
preferences is a disaster. When religious leaders urge people to 
believe in a book that cannot be trusted on many topics, it is not sur-
prising that church attendance in many countries has fallen off dra-
matically in recent decades. The plain teachings of the Bible, howev-
er, stand in striking contrast to what many religious leaders preach 
today. ð>p7 
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Credible AuthorityñThe Bible 

Continued from page 6 
 

The Apostle Paul did not encourage first century Christians to "just 
believe" in Jesus and merely accept the teachings of the Bible and 
Christianity "on faith." Instead, he told his audiences, "Test all things; 
hold fast what is good" (1 Thessalonians 5:21). Paul knew that 
true religious belief involves evidence, assurance and certainty. 
He wrote that "faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evi-
dence of things not seen" (Hebrews 11:1).  
 
The Apostle Peter emphasized the credibility of Scripture and of the 
Christian message when he wrote: "For we did not follow cunningly 
devised fables when we made known to you the power and coming of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, but were eyewitnesses of His majesty" (2 Peter 
1:16). Peter also warned his readers to "be mindful of the words which 
were spoken before by the holy prophets" because "scoffers will come 
in the last days" questioning and ridiculing Scripture, "saying, 'where 
is the promise of His coming?'" (2 Peter 3:1ï9). Peter challenged pre-
vailing misconceptions about Scripture; he did not try to water down 
fundamental scriptural teaching. 
 
Many assume that all religions are equally credible, that religious 
people all worship the same God and that 
the holy books of various religions are of 
equal value. Yet nothing could be further 
from the truth! These assertions overlook 
or ignore the incredible phenomenon of Bible 
prophecy, which distinguishes the Bible from 
any other book that has ever been written. 
 
Notice this amazing statement by Dr. Gleason 
Archer, a renowned Old Testament scholar: 
"The Holy Bible is like no other book in all the world. It is the only book 
which represents itself as the written revelation of the one true God, 
intended for the salvation of man, and demonstrating its divine author-
ity by many infallible proofs. Other religious documents, such as the 
Muhammadan Koran, may claim to be the very word of God, but they 
contain no such self-authenticating proofs as does the Bible (for ex-
ample, the phenomena of fulfilled prophecy)" (A Survey of Old Testa-
ment Introduction, Archer, p. 9). ð>p13 
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Recently, a young couple started coming to our 
church. They're very likable. They married a few 
years ago on the other side of the country, then 
migrated west to our town, and visited several 
churches until they ended up in ours. Both take 
their faith seriously. Both are seeking a place 
where they can worship, serve, grow. They want a loving and Christ-
centered environment in which to raise their daughters in the "nurture 
and admonition of the Lord." Both are women. Linda and Rita are les-
bians. 
 
My first question to them: "Why us?" There are two or three churches 
nearby that have no theological issue at all with same-sex marriages: 
they perform them, celebrate them, welcome those in them. Our 
church is not one of these churches. We're firmly embedded in our 
evangelical heritage: a strong emphasis on the Bible, on personal 
holiness, on evangelism and activism. And strong feelings about ho-
mosexuality. Very strong feelings. 
 
Linda and Rita actually grew up in this kind of a church, and that was 
part of their answer to "Why us?" The other part of their answer was 
intriguing: they see life and joy in our church, and they want in on it. 
We didn't know what to do with them. I lost more sleep over this than 
almost anything else in my 20 years of pastoral ministry. My heritage 
told me to give them the heave-ho. My theology told me they were 
living in defiance of God. But a stirring inside me, which I can only 
describe as the Spirit of God, told me something else: that God him-
self had drawn these women here. He was doing something deep in 
Linda and Rita, and he was entrusting our church to join him in his 
work.  
 
Biblical values in tension 
Our church embraces two values with equal vigor, and as in this 
case, those two values are in almost constant tension. 
The first value is the truth and trustworthiness of the Bible. As good 
Baptists, we teach, believe, and try to live out that the Bible is "our 
one true guide for life and godliness."  ð>p9 

WHAT HAPPENS TO CLEAN HANDS  

IN A MESSY SITUATION? 
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What happens to clean hands  

in a messy situation? 

Continued from page 8 

 
We are under the Word of God, and though our understanding of 
it is often patchwork and our obedience to it halting, we have no 
right to impose on the Bible our own meanings or agendas. If we 
have done our best interpretive work with the Good Book and 
have concluded that it teaches a particular truth, then we are be-
holden to that truth no matter how costly or awkward or unpopu-
lar it might be. That's one value.  
 
The other value is that Jesus welcomed sinners and ate with them. 
He did this, and then asked you and me to keep up, on his behalf, this 
work. Jesusðwe all know thisðshocked, angered, and offended the 
religious community in his day by his easy rap-
port with disreputable people. He not only liked 
them; he sought them, welcomed them, invited 
himself to their houses, enjoyed meals with 
them, and let them off the hook, with scarcely a 
reprimand, for big-ticket sin items like adultery 
and thievery and shacking up.  
 
God is doing something deep here, in Zachaeus and Mary Magda-
lene, in the woman at the well and the woman caught in adultery and 
the woman who washes his feet with her tears. In all these "sinners 
and tax collectors," God is revealing, convincing, wooing. Anytime a 
man or woman brings their life into the light, God is at work. 
 
That's the source of the stirring I had with Linda and Rita. So we fol-
lowed Jesus' example with Linda and Rita and joined whatever the 
Father was up to.  
 
As (at the time) of this writing, we're still in the thick of it. It's been an 
interesting, often awkward, mostly grace-filled, always amazing jour-
ney. One of our pastors, Shane, was counseling Linda about some 
communication struggles she was having with Rita. Linda was trying 
to explain her frustration. Finally, she looked up at Shane and said, 
"Well, you're married to a woman. You know what they're like." As 
Shane said later, "They never taught me at Bible college how to han-
dle that sort of thing." ð>p10 
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Continued from page 9 

 
Convictions Clarified 
Our journey with Linda and Rita clarifies 
some of the convictions we've developed 
at our church. I've already shared two of 
those convictionsðthe Bible is our only 
true guide for life and holiness, and Jesus welcomed sinners, just as 
his Father did, and asks us to welcome them tooðbut let me walk 
you through a few of our other convictions. I think this will help if you 
find that your church is too prone to avoid "sinners and tax collec-
tors"ðand you would like your church to join God in the deep work 
he's doing in the lives of people all around you. 
 
Conviction 1: God is here. There are few professing atheists in the 
world. But there are a lot of practical atheistsðpeople for whom 
God's "thereness" registers not at all. I sometimes call them apa-
theistsðjoining the word theist and the word apathy. Apatheists be-
lieve God exists but don't care. I'm trying not to be one. So I nurture 
the conviction that God is right here, right now.  
 
The main spiritual discipline for fostering this sense of God's near-
ness is curiosity. I try to stay more interested, regardless of the situa-
tion, in what God is doing than in what man is plotting or in what the 
devil's up to. I don't want to be unaware of the devil's schemes. But I 
want to obsess over the Father's presence and the Father's work. I 
want to reserve all my strength for pursuing the kingdom of God and 
his righteousness. 
 
So my deep conviction is that God is here. Shortly after Rita and Lin-
da arrived, the pastors and elders gathered to think through biblically 
and practically our response to our gay friends. I began the conver-
sation with this question: "If gays and lesbians want to come to our 
church, do you see in that mostly God at work, or mostly the devil?"  
To a person, everyone answered, "God." God is here. Which leads 
to our next conviction. 
 
2: When someone comes into the light, it's always God at work. Je-
sus said that he is the light that has come into the world. ð>p11 

What happens to clean hands  

in a messy situation? 



11 

 

 

Continued from page 10 

 
Those who come into the light step into a place where they can re-
ceive truth and grace (see conviction 4).  Those who don't come into 
the light condemn themselves. 
 

Anytime a man or woman brings their true self into the lightðletting 
themselves be seen for who they really areðGod is at work. Think of 
the two men in Luke 18 who go up to the temple to pray. One is a 
Pharisee, one a tax collector. The Pharisee is a moral exemplar. He 
is a paragon of virtue. And he knows it. His prayer is lengthy, pol-
ished, eloquent, and the entire thing an extended brag on himself. 
The tax man is a scoundrel, a bad egg. He's the sort of person "good" 
people look at and say, "Thank God I'm not him." And he knows it. 
His prayer is short, stark, desperate. It is a confession and a plea. 
He's a sinner. He needs God's mercy. Jesus is pointed in his verdict: 
the tax man walks away justified before God; the Pharisee doesn't. 
Why?  
 

Jesus says, "Everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and he 
who humbles himself will be exalted." That exaltation and humbling 
has much to do with light and darkness. The Pharisee brings into the 
light only those parts of himself he wants God and others to seeðhis 
virtue, his fidelity, his generosity. But most of who he is remains in the 
dark. But the tax collector hauls his whole sorry, sordid self into the 
burning light. He hides nothing. He brings before God all his misera-
ble fallenness, folly, brokenness, and evil. He stands without excuse. 
He dares to ask for the only thing that can help: God's mercy. And 
God gives him mercy in spades. 
 

Jesus doesn't demand that first we sort ourselves out and clean our-
selves up before we dare step into the light; he invites us to step into 
the light in order to get sorted out and cleaned up. It's impossible to 
clean a mess in the dark. We usually only make more mess. 
 

And that leads to the next conviction. 3: When someone brings 
their mess into the light, their mess usually doesn't get cleaned 
up unless one of God's people wades into the mess with them. 
Mark Buchanan is pastor of New Life Community Church in Duncan, British Colum-
bia.  Copyright É 2012 by Christianity Today/Leadership Journal.  

Printed with permission                  To be concluded in December issue 

What happens to clean hands  

in a messy situation? 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+18%3A1-18%3A43
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It was a joyous occasion on October 25 when the new Bishop of Ed-
monton, the Rt. Revd Robert Wickham licensed the Revd Adam 
Pymble as an Associate Vicar to Christ Church Crouch End. Some of 
the pictures that captured the event are shown below and on page 16 

 

CHRIST CHURCH GETS AN ASSOCIATE VICAR 

The 2 churchwardens ushering in the Bishop while Adam waits to be licensed 

Adam being presented with his license by Bishop Wickham 
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Continued from page 7 
 
Another scholar has noted that "the Bibleé is the most remarkable 
volume that has ever been produced in some five thousand yearsé 
it is the only volume that has ever been produced by men, or a group 
of men, in which is to be found a large body of prophecies relating to 
individual nations, to Israel, to all the peoples of the earth, to certain 
cities, and to the coming One who was to be the Messiah. The an-
cient world had many different devices for determining the future, 
known as divination, but not in the entire gamut of Greek and Latin 
literatureé can we find any real specific prophecy of a great historic 
event to come in the distant future, nor any prophecy of a Saviour to 
arise in the human race" (Evidence That Demands a Verdict, McDowell, 

p. 22). These are absolutely remarkable statements that clearly rec-
ognize the unique nature of Bible prophecy! 
 
Scripture makes this plain when the God of the Bible challenges 
sceptics to predict the future and bring it to pass! Through the pen of 
the prophet Isaiah, God thunders: "Show the things that are to come 
hereafter, that we may know that you are godsé indeed you are 
nothing, and your work is nothing; he who chooses you is an abomi-
nation" (Isaiah 41:23ï24). These verses boldly state that no human 
being can predict the future and bring it to pass on the scale that the 
God of the Bible claims He canðand has, and will! 
 
HUNDREDS OF PROPHECIES ABOUT JESUS CHRIST! 

Some of the Bible's most striking examples of fulfilled prophecies are 
those that accurately foretold specific details about the life, death 
and resurrection of Jesus Christ, centuries before He was born which 
were fulfilled to the letter! +      Dele Agbelusi                                                                                  

 

Credible AuthorityñThe Bible 

Memory Verse 
 

All Scripture is God-breathed and is 
useful for teaching, rebuking, correct-
ing and training in righteousness...                                          

   2 Timothy 3:16  
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  WATCH OUT FOR THE WALL! 
 
A funeral service is being held in a Chuch for a woman who 
has just passed away. At the end of the service, the pall-
bearers carrying the casket accidentally bump into a wall jarring 
the casket. They hear a faint moan. They open the casket and find 
that the women is actually alive. She lives for 10 more years and 
then dies. A ceremony is again held at the same church and at the 
end the pallbearers are again carrying the casket out. As they are 
walking, the husband calls out, "Watch out for the wall!"  
 
 
 

    REMEMBER LOTõS WIFE 
 
The Sunday School teacher was describing that when Lot's wife 
looked back at Sodom she turned into a pillar of salt, when Bobby 
interrupted. "My mommy looked back once while she was driving," 
he announced, "and she turned into a telephone pole." 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    DID GOD MAKE YOU? 
 
Darlene was sitting on her grandfather's lap as he read her a bed-
time story. From time to time, she would take her eyes off the 
book and reach up to touch his wrinkled cheek. She was alternate-
ly stroking her own cheek, then his again. Finally she spoke up, 
'Grandpa, did God make you?' 
 

'Yes, darling,' he answered, 'God made me a long time ago.' 
'Oh,' Darlene paused, 'Grandpa, did God make me too?' 'Yes, in-
deed, poppet,' he said, 'God made you just a little while ago.' 
Feeling their respective faces again, Darlene observed, 'God's 
getting better at it, isn't he?' 
 
 
    THANK YOU VERY MUCH 
 
Christian Doctor: òYour recovery was a miracle!ó  
 
Christian Patient: òThank God! Now I don't have to pay you.ó 

LAUGHTER LINES 
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LAUGHTER LINES 

 
     THE STAMP - A FUNNY POLITICAL JOKE 
 
A famous world statesman wanted to be remembered so he com-
missioned a special postage stamp which was to carry his picture. 
He instructed his people to design it, stressing that it should be 
of international quality. 
 

The stamps were duly released and he was delighted. However, 
within a few days of release of the stamp, he began hearing com-
plaints that the stamp was not sticking properly, and this made 
him very annoyed. 
 

He 'phoned the stamp makers and ordered them to investigate 
the matter. They checked out the problem by visiting several 
post offices, and then they reported back to the politician. Their 
report said, 'There is nothing wrong with the quality of the 
stamp.  
 

The problem is people are spitting on the wrong side.' 
      guyn@computerperformance.co.uk 
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Christ Church gets an Associate Vicar 

Some of the congregation Music Team 

Revd Canon Agbelusi leading prayers for the Bishop 

Bishop Robert with Adam (displaying  his license) and Dele 


