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Happy New Year!  This greeting though simple may be 

loaded with meaning. Does it mean  òThank God we are in 

a new year and hope it would bring a greater happiness 

than the previous one? Or are we implying that because 

2014 had a catalogue of unrealised dreams and shattered 

hopes, we have  become blind to the possibilities of unforeseen 

goodness through Godôs intervention?  It is so easy to become cyni-

cal about hope.  

 

Everybody could benefit from having a good mental trash basket. 

Jesus can clean the slate and give us a new beginning in 2015.  

 

Have you ever noticed why your car's windshield is fifty times larger 

than your rear view mirror? It is quite simple -- we are to spend 50 

times as much energy and time looking forward than looking back-

wards. When you drive on the M25 or A406, (these are major roads 

in Britain) it is good to occasionally check your rear view mirror to 

see what is behind you, but it is dangerous to drive using only your 

rear view mirror. If you live mentally and spiritually only looking 

backwards, you will never get started running  the good race and  

fighting the good fight as a believer in Jesus Christ.  

 

Often we get into such a rush to get more that we do not notice 

what we have. It is easy to focus on how the glass is half empty in-

stead of how it is half full. Even when it is almost empty there is still 

a little in it. Choosing to notice what we possess often results in 

mental and emotional uplift. A few times a week, I make a deliberate 

decision to take notice of what small and large things I should be 

thankful to God for. I put that into a quick prayer and then seek 

more. When I do this my mood improves and I am not as stuck on 

the negative things around me. I am able to see by faith that God is 

taking tender care of me one day at a time.  

 

Thanksgiving in the Greek is called eucharistia . The heart of that 

word is charis , which means grace. So the heart of eucharist is 

grace, and the heart of grace, charis , is the word, chairô , which 

means "to rejoice." Thanksgiving, then, means to rejoice in Godôs 

presence for blessings freely received from him. It is joy expressed 

in word and deed toward God for his grace -- >3  

Vicarõs ten - minute reflection 

HAPPY NEW YEAR! 
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As I was preparing this article for our parish magazine, 

Crosslinks  (on 31st December), I decided to go down  

memory lane and ponder how we have all fared in 2014. I 

choose not to rehash the daily diet of news about job redun-

dancies and the like. I have decided to focus my mind on the good 

things that the Lord has done for us. And the greatest of the lot is 

again the wonderful reminder that God came to us on that Christ-

mas day to help us out of our sin and filth and lead us to His glori-

ous presence. He was born in the lowliest of places ï a cattle shed -  

clearly demonstrating that the Emmanuel (God with us) can identify 

with the lowliest person. And when He does, He brings along His 

peace and joy.  

 

Regardless of conditions, we do want to be happy. A magazine 

called ñTodayò took a poll of 40,000 readers. Eighty- three percent 

responded that their main question was, "How can I find real happi-

ness?" I daresay that if anybody should be happy, it is the Chris-

tian.  Christians have good reason to be the happiest people in the 

world as their happiness is not contingent upon the condition of the 

world, or their circumstances, but upon the condition of their heart. 

They are happy because of God and not because of people or 

events. God in Christ is Godôs greatest offer and insurance to you in 

2015 to help you enjoy the best that the unknown future has in 

store.  

 

Think about the following  two scenarios:  

 

The door bell rings. You open the door. A man is standing there that 

you know to be the most trusted, most reliable man in your com-

munity. He wants to make you an offer. "I would like to take all of 

the furniture in your house," he says, "and trade it for  brand new 

furniture. It is the very best. You can pick and choose anything you 

want. I'll make it an even trade." Ladies and gentlemen, how would 

you respond to that offer? Let's imagine (strictly hypothetical, of 

course) that your furniture is 100% early Beirut. By Beirut furniture, 

I mean furniture that has been through a lot of unnecessary wars. 

The springs sag. The upholstery snags. It is covered in rags. You 

called Goodwill  (those who buy old furniture for resale or reuse) 

once, and they came and offered to give you £5 to keep the stuff. 

So here comes the most trusted person you know offering to haul 

off all that junk for nothing and pay whatever price is necessary, 

then to replace it with the very best. How long would it take you to 

decide? -- >12  
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12 WAYS TO LOVE YOUR WAYWARD 

CHILD 

Many parents are broken -hearted and completely 

baffled by their unbelieving son or daughter. They 

have no clue why the child they raised well is mak-

ing such awful, destructive decisions. Iôve never 

been one of these parents, but I have been one of these sons. Re-

flecting back on that experience, I offer these suggestions to help 

you reach out to your wayward child.  

 

1. Point them to Christ.  

Your rebellious childôs real problem is not drugs or sex or cigarettes 

or pornography or laziness or crime or cussing or slovenliness or 

homosexuality or being in a punk rock band. The real problem is 

that they donôt see Jesus clearly. The best thing you can do for 

them ðand the only reason to do any of the following suggestions ð

is to show them Christ. It is not a simple or immediate process, but 

the sins in their life that distress you and destroy them will only 

begin to fade away when they see Jesus more like he actually is.  

 

2. Pray.  

Only God can save your son or daughter, so keep on asking that he 

will display himself to them in a way they canôt resist worshipping 

him for.  

 

3. Acknowledge that something is wrong.  

If your daughter rejects Jesus, donôt pretend everything is fine. 

For every unbelieving child, the details will be different. Each one 

will require parents to reach out in unique ways. Never acceptable, 

however, is not reaching out at all. If your child is an unbeliever, 

donôt ignore it. Holidays might be easier, but eternity wonôt be. 

 

4. Donôt expect them to be Christ- like.  

If your son is not a Christian, heôs not going to act like one. 

You know that he has forsaken the faith, so donôt expect him to live 

by the standards you raised him with. For example, you might be 

tempted to say, ñI know youôre struggling with believing in Jesus, 

but canôt you at least admit that getting wasted every day is sin?ò 

If heôs struggling to believe in Jesus, then there is very little signifi-

cance in admitting that drunkenness is wrong.  
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12 Ways to love your wayward child 

You want to protect him, yes. But his unbelief is the most danger-

ous problem ðnot partying.  No matter how your childôs unbelief 

exemplifies itself in his behaviour, always be sure to focus  more  on 

the heartôs sickness than its symptoms. 

 

5. Welcome them home.  

Because the deepest concern is not your childôs actions, but his 

heart, donôt create too many requirements for coming home. If he 

has any inclination to be with you, it is God giving you a chance to 

love him back to Jesus. Obviously there are some instances in 

which parents must give ultimatums: ñDonôt come to this house if 

you are...ò But these will be rare. Donôt lessen the likelihood of an 

opportunity to be with your child by too many rules.  

 

If your daughter smells like weed or an ashtray, spray her jacket 

with Febreze and change the sheets when she leaves, but let her 

come home. If you find out sheôs pregnant, then buy her folic acid, 

take her to her twenty -week ultrasound, protect her from Planned 

Parenthood, and by all means let her come home. If your son is 

broke because he spent all the money you lent him on loose wom-

en and ritzy liquor, then forgive his debt as youôve been forgiven, 

donôt give him any more money, and let him come home. If he 

hasnôt been around for a week and a half because heôs been stay-

ing at his girlfriendôsðor boyfriendôsðapartment, plead with him 

not to go back, and let him come home.  

 

6. Plead with them more than you rebuke them.  
Be gentle in your disappointment.  

What really concerns you is that your child is destroying herself, 

not that sheôs breaking rules. Treat her in a way that makes this 

clear. She probably knows ðespecially if she was raised as a Chris-

tianðthat what sheôs doing is wrong. And she definitely  knows you 

think it is. So she doesnôt need this pointed out. She needs to see 

how you are going to react to her evil. Your gentle forbearance 

and sorrowful hope will show her that you really do trust Jesus.  

Her conscience can condemn her by itself. Parents ought to stand 

kindly and firmly, always living in the hope that they want their 

child to return to.  To be concluded in February issue.  
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THY KINGDOM COME, THY WILL BE DONE... 

Series on Lordôs Prayer (Lord Teach us to pray) 

 continued from December issue.  

 

"Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven." 

We pray that the kingdom of God may be expanded from heaven 

to earth, that his will be done here just as it is done there. The 

kingdom of God was central to the teaching and mission of Jesus. 

Jesus didn't give us a bullet point summary of the kingdom. In-

stead, he told stories and used metaphors and similes in order to 

expand our understanding of the kingdom of God.  

 

Jesus said that the kingdom of heaven is like a banquet and a 

great wedding feast; the door will be closed on some. The kingdom 

of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field; you would be wise to 

sell everything you own to buy that field to get the treasure. The 

kingdom of heaven is like a net cast wide; it pulls in all sorts of 

fish, and the good fish must be separated from the bad. The king-

dom of heaven is like a landowner who hired labourers to work in 

the fields. He hired them at different times of day, but at the end 

of the day, he paid them all equally. (The kingdom has a funny 

economy, doesn't it?) The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard 

seed; from a small beginning comes a great tree. The kingdom of 

heaven is like yeast; it permeates all, silently and pervasively.  

Besides using parables, Jesus also dropped comments here and 

there about the kingdom. He said the kingdom must be received 

as a child (Mark 10:15). Not everyone who says "Lord, Lord" will 

enter the kingdom of heaven (Matthew 7:21). We should seek the 

kingdom first, and then worldly needs such as food and clothing 

will be given to us (Matthew 6:33).  

 

What are we to make of this collage of teachings? What does the 

phrase "kingdom of heaven" mean? If we are to pray the Lord's 

Prayer, by all means let us understand what he is saying. What 

does kingdom mean?  

A kingdom is one's sphere of control.  

A kingdom is the place you have arranged to suit your purposes 

and your values. It is an environment arranged according to how 

you like it. My car is my kingdom! Hands off!  -- >7  

javascript:linkToScripture('Mark+10%3A15');
javascript:linkToScripture('Matthew+7%3A21');
javascript:linkToScripture('Matthew+6%3A33');


7 

 

 

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done... 

God is also King of  this earth .  

God's kingdom is heaven and earth. However, tension lurks in that 

statement, doesn't it? We have no trouble accepting the teaching 

that the kingdom of God is called heaven, but what about the 

earth? In what sense is this earth the kingdom of God?  

Turn on the news. Bump along with the camera down the street of 

that city in the Middle East. You can almost smell the lingering, 

acrid smell of explosives. Is this the kingdom of God?  
 

Walk into the tent of that medical clinic in Africa. Let your eyes 

adjust to the sudden darkness from the glaring sun. Look at the 

child over there in the corner on a cot. Is that a child or is it a 

stick figure? In what sense is the kingdom of God a kingdom of 

AIDS orphans? Walk down the hallway of the nursing home. Each 

of us has an appointment with death. For some, those appoint-

ments with death come too early; but for others, it seems that 

Death has misplaced his address book. Does God reign here?  

We're not the only ones who are confused about the kingdom. 

John the Baptist was confused when they threw him into prison. 

He had preached that the kingdom of God was at hand and that 

the Christ would "baptize with unquenchable fire." Messiah was on 

the horizon! He was going to knock some heads together! But then 

John was thrown into prison, and he asks: "Are you the one, or 

should we look for another?" (Matthew 11:3).  

You feel the tension, don't you? In what sense can we say what 

the Bible says, that God rules over heaven and earth? Theologians 

have a phrase to describe this tension in which we live.  
 

The kingdom of God is already, but not yet.  

The kingdom is already, but not yet. Jesus has come, and God has 

established a beachhead. The kingdom is founded. We see in 

Scripture how the kingdom is "already". "Repent, for the kingdom 

of God is at hand" (Matthew 3:2). "If I drive out demons, the king-

dom has come" (Matthew 12:28;  Luke 12:31). The Kingdom was 

inaugurated with Christ coming to earth, was extended when Jesus 

defeated Satan on the cross, and was ratified with the Resurrec-

tion. Jesus is the "first fruits" of the great, coming resurrection.                    

                                                                                  -- >8  

javascript:linkToScripture('Matthew+11%3A3');
javascript:linkToScripture('Matthew+3%3A2');
javascript:linkToScripture('Matthew+12%3A28');
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Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done... 

Continued from page 7  

But éThe kingdom of God is "not yet." Satan is also called the 

"ruler of this earth." He is the "god of this age" (2 Corinthians 

4:4). He is the "Prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is 

now at work in the sons of disobedience" (Ephesians 2:2). "The 

whole creation is groaning in the pains of childbirth é. We our-

selves groan as we await the redemption of our bodies" (Romans 

8:22).  

So the kingdom of God is here, but it is not yet what it shall be. It 

is already, but not yet. That's why Jesus taught us to pray that the 

kingdom would come to earth just as it is in heaven. I like the way 

pastor John Ortberg puts it: " May up there come down here ." In 

other words, we pray, "May your sphere of authority, O 

God, be extended to this earth. Please arrange things down 

here just as you do up there. May your will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven. May up there come down here." This is 

what I'd like all of us to pray. When you walk the streets of the 

Middle Eastern city and smell the acrid smell of explosives: May up 

there come down here. May the peace of Jerusalem be more than 

a phrase. When you walk into the tent of the medical clinic in Afri-

ca and see the see the five -year -old child: May up there come 

down here. When you listen to that phone conversation, maybe it's 

your own conversation: May up there come down here. In my 

neighbourhood, in my country, in my family, in my office, in my 

church, in my club, in my small group, in my shop, in my staff, in 

my heart, in my attitude, in my beliefs, may God be king. May he 

set up things the way he likes them. May up there come down 

here.  

 

Only God can bring in the kingdom.  

Notice what we imply when we pray this prayer: only God can 

bring in the kingdom. I'm not preaching a self help, social gospel 

message. No, this is a job for God alone. That's because Satan is 

the real enemy ðnot ignorance, viruses, tectonic plates, or even 

persecutors. We battle a personality who is far beyond any of us. 

God must bare his arm. So we pray the earliest prayer of the 

Christian Church: "Maranatha. Come, Lord Jesus."  -- >9  

javascript:linkToScripture('2%20Corinthians+4%3A4');
javascript:linkToScripture('2%20Corinthians+4%3A4');
javascript:linkToScripture('Ephesians+2%3A2');
javascript:linkToScripture('Romans+8%3A22');
javascript:linkToScripture('Romans+8%3A22');
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Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done... 

Continued from page 8  

Make things right. May up there come down here.  But also no-

tice that when we pray this prayer, we imply that we work, 

we partner, with God. The Lord's Prayer is a request, yes, 

but it is also a declaration, an affirmation.  If our hearts long 

for the glory of God to cover the earth as water covers the sea, 

then we also work to bring that about. We use our money to part-

ner with God in establishing the kingdom. Some of you have a 

stewardship of money. Use it to make a difference! And as you 

steward God's money, pray: May up there come down here. Some 

of you have the gift of extra time; use it to partner with God. Be-

come a small group leader, put on some hot water for tea  and be 

available to teach young children seeking Jesus. And pray: May up 

there come down here. All of you have spiritual gifts: wisdom, 

leadership, mercy, teaching, faith, hospitality. Use them! Invest 

them! While waiting for the kingdom to be consummated, partner 

with God, and always pray: May up there come down here.     

        The series continues  in February Issue  
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Word that John Wycliffe was dying whipped like storm 

winds across England. Now  on this day, December 30, 

1384, clerics -- many of them his enemies -- crowded into 

his room at Lutterworth. If they hoped to hear some 

last word or a recantation from him, they were disap-

pointed. John could not speak.  

 

Two days earlier, he had grown numb and collapsed while saying 

mass. When he came to from this, his second stroke, he was para-

lyzed and unable to speak.  

 

John was the most famous priest of his day. His learning was im-

mense. He had been a leading scholar at Oxford and a chaplain to 

the King of England. More to the point, he spoke out boldly against 

the errors of the popes, the organizational hierarchy of the Roman 

Church, and the corruption of the clergy in his day. He criticized 

not only the organization of the medieval church but 

its  theology  as well and argued for a return to the Scriptures. Pas-

tors should live lives of simplicity and holiness, he taught, shep-

herding their flocks (people) -- not plundering them.  

 

If the people in England were to know the truth, John reasoned 

that they must have the Word of God in their own language. Un-

der his direction, the Bible was translated into English for the first 

time, although the job was not completed by his associates until 

1395, eleven years after his death. Repeatedly condemned and 

burned by church authorities, copies of Wycliffe's Bible continued 

in use for over a century, until printed Bibles took their place. This 

work greatly influenced William Tyndale who made the first print-

ed translation of the New Testament in English.  

 

We can still puzzle out the meaning of John Wycliffe's words. Here 

is how he describes the transfiguration: "And aftir sixe dayes Jhe-

sus took Petre, and James, and John and ledith [led] hem [them] 

by hem selve aloone in to an high hil ; and he is transfigurid be-

fore hem. And his clothis ben maad [were made] schynynge 

[shining] and white ful moche [much] as snow, and which maner 

clothis a fullere [cloth worker], or walkere [worker] of cloth,                  

              -- >11  

      JOHN WYCLIFFE ON HIS DEATH BED  

http://www.christianity.com/theology/
http://www.crosswalkmail.com/rjgtrwcvtjtpclvqpkfbhpyhcwplnffljgchrrqknwnvkgj_kdfvhlvthpss.html?a=This%2BWeek%2Bin%2BChristian%2BHistory%2B-%2BChristianity.com&b=12%252F29%252F2014
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may not make white on erthe. And Helye [Elijah] with Myses ap-

peride [appeared] to hem, and thei weren [were] spekynge 

[speaking] with Jhesu."  

 

John Wycliffe died of his stroke on the last day of the year. The 

religious authorities had never excommunicated him because they 

feared public opinion -- the people loved John and his fame was 

international. So he was buried in consecrated soil. But about thir-

ty years later, the Council of Constance revenged itself on his crit-

icism  by condem ning his teachings and ordering his bones to be 

dug up and burned.  

 

But the burning of such a man's bones could not end his influ-

ence. As John Foxe said in his book of martyrs, "though they 

digged up his body, burnt his bones, and drowned his ashes, yet 

the Word of God and the truth of his doctrine, with the fruit and 

success thereof, they could not burn; which yet to this day...doth 

remain."  
 Copyright Diana Severance, Ph.D. edited by Dan Graves, MSL  
Church History Timeline  

        John Wycliffe on His Death Bed  

      INSPIRATIONAL QUOTES ON PRAYER 
 

"There is a mighty lot of difference between saying prayers 

and praying." - John G. Lake 

 

"You may pray for an hour and still not pray. You may meet 

God for a moment and then be in touch with Him all day." - 

Fredrik Wisloff 

 

"Work as if you were to live a hundred years, pray as if you 

were to die tomorrow."  - Benjamin Franklin 

 

"Prayer is not so much an act as it is an attitude -- an attitude 

of dependency, dependency upon God."  - Arthur Pink 

http://www.crosswalkmail.com/rjgtrwcvtjtpclvqpkfbhpyhcwplnffljgchrrqknwnvkgj_kdfvhlvthpss.html?a=This%2BWeek%2Bin%2BChristian%2BHistory%2B-%2BChristianity.com&b=12%252F29%252F2014


12 

 

 

Continued from page 3  
 

Suppose you drove up to church, and as you pulled your 1963 

junkmobile into the parking lot, the usual cloud of smoke ascend-

ing into the air behind your clattering tailpipe, your best friend 

pulls up next to you in his new Mercedes. After you pried your 

door open with the screwdriver that you keep in the glove box 

just for that purpose, you try to act nonchalant in the process. 

You greet your friends in the new Mercedes without even an evi-

dent glint of envy in your carbon monoxide filled eyes. Now sup-

pose that friend offers to trade you even. That's right. Even. Your 

lemon for his limo. No cost. No strings attached. How long would 

you have to ponder whether or not that was a viable offer?  

 

Now, our God has made us an offer that makes the foregoing sit-

uat ions I 've just  described pale into insignificance. He has offered 

to take our old lives and make them new, brand new. Second Co-

rinthians 5:17 is the card tucked in with the offer. It 

says,  Therefore, if any man is in Christ, he is a new creation.  Old 

things are passing away.  Behold, all things are becoming new.  So 

God has offered to take your clattering, smoking junkmobile of a 

life and trade it for a brand new model Christmobile. He has of-

fered to take the tattered and torn furnishings of your life and 

clean house. He will replace every single item with brand new 

Eternity, His favourite brand. You say, what an offer! God has of-

fered you a new life on earth.  

 

But He has gone one step farther. He has even said, "This new 

life is just temporary. One day soon, I'm going to take that life in 

trade for something so much better that you'll need new eyes just 

to look at it." He will tuck in another card with a verse from Reve-

lation 21:5 that says,  Behold, I make ALL things new.    

 

We ought not, as Christians be carried away by a childish love of 

novelty, for we worship a God who is ever the same, and of 

whose years there is no end. In some matters "the old is better." 

There are certain things which are already so truly new, that to 

change them for anything else would be to lose old gold for new 

dross.  -- >13  

See, I make all things new.  

Happy New Year 
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Continued from page 12  
 

The old, old gospel is the newest thing in the world; in its very es-

sence it is for ever good news. In the things of God the old is ever 

new, and if any man brings forward that which seems to be new 

doctrine and new truth, it is soon perceived that the new dogma is 

only worn -out heresy dexterously repaired, and the discovery in 

theology is the digging up of a carcass of error which had better  

been left to rot in oblivion.  

 

Though there is no real difference between the first day of the 

year and any other day, yet in our mind and thought it is a 

marked period, which we regard as one of the milestones set up 

on the highway of our life.  

 

Furthermore, you may say to me, "I desire to lead  a new life."  To 

do this you must be new yourself; for as the man is, so his life will 

be. If you leave the fountain foul the streams cannot be pure. Re-

newal must begin with the heart. Dear friend, the Lord Jesus 

Christ is able to make your life entirely new. We have seen many 

transformed into new parents and new children. Friends have said 

in wonder, "What a change in John! What an alteration in Ellen!" 

We have seen men become new husbands, and women new wives! 

We have seen broken relationships transformed when He who 

makes all things new is allowed to be in charge. Jesus is at your 

doorstep to take away the garbage and your years of fruitless toil 

and make all things new. Let Jesus take over and you will know 

what it is to sing even if there are days of sorrow. With Jesus as 

your Shepherd, you can be sure of leadership, provision and safe-

ty. Happy New Year.   Dele Agbelusi  

See, I make all things new.  

Happy New Year 

             Memory verse 
He who was seated on the throne R@HCu y* 

@L L@JHMF DUDQXSGHMF MDV{x Then he said, 

y8QHSD SGHR CNVMu ENQ SGDRD VNQCR @QD SQTRS¥

VNQSGX @MC SQTDqx   

                   Revelation 21:5 



14 

 

 

       Holy Matrimony  

My almost 6 -year -old daughter was the flower girl for 

my brother's wedding. We realized she must have paid 

close attention to the ceremony when she asked a few 

days later, "Mom, what did the pastor mean when he 

said, 'I unite you in holy macaroni'?"       Sharon L. Nich-

ols,  

   Leaving the church early  
"I hope you didn't take it personally, preacher," an embarrassed woman 

said after a church service, "when my husband walked out during your 

sermon." "I did find it rather disconcerting," the Pastor replied. "It was-

n't out of any disrespect to you," insisted the church -goer."Fred has 

been walking in his sleep ever since he was a child."  

  

   A great gnashing of teeth  
A preacher of the old school was describing the events of Judgment Day 

and, of course, he used Biblical phrases whenever he could. "Oh, my 

friends," he shouted, "imagine the suffering of the sinners as they find 

themselves cast into the outer darkness, removed from the presence of 

the Lord and given to eternal flames. My friends, at such a time there 

will be weeping, wailing and a great gnashing of teeth!" At this point, one 

of the elders of the congregation interrupted. "But Reverend," he said, 

"what if one of those hopeless sinners has no teeth?"  The preacher 

crashed his fist on the pulpit, "My friends, the Lord is not put out by 

details. Rest assured ... teeth  will  be provided!"  

  

     The dress  
The poor country pastor was livid when he confronted his wife with the 

receipt for a $250 dress she had bought. "How could you do this!" he 

exclaimed. "I don't know," she wailed, "I was standing in the store look-

ing at the dress. Then I found myself trying it on. It was like the Devil 

was whispering to me, 'Gee, you look great in that dress. You should buy 

it.'" "Well," the pastor persisted, "You know how to deal with him! Just 

tell him, "Get behind me, Satan!" "I did," replied his wife, "but then he 

said "It looks great from back here, too!"  

LAUGHTER LINES  
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LAUGHTER LINES  
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WE WISH YOU A FRUITFUL AND PURPOSEFUL 2015 
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ANOTHER 5 -YEARLY COMMEMORATION 

YOUR INVITATION  

TO AN INTERDENOMINATIONAL  

 

CELEBRATION OF LOVE  

AND 

RENEWAL OF MARRIAGE  

COMMITMENT 

 

Date: Saturday 14th February 2015 

Time: 10am 

Venue: Christ Church, Crouch End Hill 

London N8 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Seminars, talks, worship etc 
More details to follow. Pencil the date in your  

2015 diary. You will be glad you did. 

 

MAKE THE BEST OF YOUR  MARITAL 

RELATIONSHIP 
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WHAT’S ON: 18 JAN- 15 FEB 2015 

 Date      Time       Order         Theme                  Texts   
     

11/01   1030hrs.  ( MP )   THE BIG PICTURE          Eph.11 - 14  

            1700 hrs (EW) STRENGTH AND DIGNITY  

                                     ON PARADE                 Esther 2  

 

18/01  1030hrs.  ( FS)      A SOUL WINNERôS        Eph. 1:15 - 23  

                                    BURDEN  

            1700hrs. (EW) AN EVIL INTERLUDE  Esther 3  

    

25/01  1030hrs  (HC) THE MIRACLE OF            Eph.2: 1 - 10  

                                 BEING INCLUDED  

           1700hrs  NO EVENING SERVICE: FAREWELL SERVICE 

  FOR BISHOP PETER AT ST. PAULôS CATHEDRAL 

 

01/02 1030hrs (MP) THE NEW LIFE                  Eph. 2:11 - 22  

    IN CHRIST        

   1700hrs. (EW) IF I PERISH, I PERISH   Esther 4  

 
  

08/02 1030hrs.  (HC) WHAT IS THE GOSPEL?  Eph. 3:1 - 21

   1700hrs. (EW) PRIDE GOES BEFORE  

                                           A FALL                  Esther 5  

 

 

15/02 1030hrs.  (FS) LISTEN TO HIM   Mark 9:2 - 9 

   1700hrs.  (EW) HANG HIM ON IT (1)   Esther 6  
 

Note: (HC) -  indicates Holy Communion (Common Worship); 
(MP) -  Morning Prayer;  (EW) -  Evening Worship (AA/FS) -  All 
Age/Parade /Family Service; (HA) -  Healing and Anointing.  (SW) 
-  Service of the Word. There is Holy Communion Service every 

Sunday at 8am using the Book of Common Prayer except where 
otherwise directed.  

' When you feel like giving up, remem-
ber why you held on for so long in 

the first place '  
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HEAVENLY CORRESPONDENCE 

My child,  

What was your life like when you were little? Do you 

remember? I do. I was there with you.  

 

Were all your days filled with swings on the play-

ground, presents under the tree, and homemade cookies 

in the oven? Or were there some sad times, disap-

pointments, and loneliness? Were your parents and 

siblings always there for you, protecting and helping 

you? Were they full of hugs, laughter, and happy sur-

prises? Or were they sometimes the ones who caused 

you pain?  

 

Whatever kind of childhood you had (good or bad or in 

between), whatever kind of family you grew up in (no 

oneôs home is perfect), you can always depend on My 

love. I want to heal your idea of what a parent 

should be by loving you with the love of a perfect 

Parent. Will you let Me start today?  

 

The Father Whoôs Always Been There 

God 

  GOD, YOUR HEAVENLY FATHER  

  You, My beloved child  

        I AM THE ONE YOU CAN DEPEND ON  

E- MAIL FROM GOD (38)  

Adapted from óe-mail from God for Teensô-Clonigers  

Can a mother forget the baby at her breast and have no  

compassion on the child she has borne? Though she may 

forget, I will not forget you!  

Isaiah 49:15  



TEXT FOR THE YEAR  (Isaiah 41:10. NLT) 
  Don’t be afraid, for I am with you. Don’t be discouraged, for I am your God. I will 

strengthen you and help you. I will hold you up with my victorious right hand.  

YOUR COMMENTS AND CONTRIBUTIONS ARE WELCOME 
 

PLEASE WRITE TO THE EDITOR AT:  
CROSSLINKS, THE VICARAGE, 32 CRESCENT ROAD, LONDON, N8 8AX 
E-MAIL: christchurchN8@aol.com; WEB: www.christchurchn8.org.uk 

FINDING OUT ABOUT éCHRIST CHURCH? 
Tel/Fax: 020 8340 1566 

 

We are a family of men and women, boys and girls who are resolved to live for 
God in a world that has largely chosen to ignore Him. 
 

We believe that it is Godôs world and that He has given the answer to all human 
problems in Jesus Christ. As a body of believers, we offer to all who come, reg-
ular opportunities for worship and service that point the way to God as our 
strongest  resource in all aspects of life. 
 

We will be pleased to welcome you to any of our activities.  
You will find a warm welcome at Christ Church. 

 

Times of worship and fellowship are shown below: 
 

Sunday -  8.00 am. Holy Communion  (Book of Common Prayer) 
  - 10.30 am. Main service with Cr¯che facilities 

There is all-age/parade service once every month - usually the  
third Sunday of the month unless otherwise indicated. 

  - 5.00 pm. Evening worship 
 

WEEKLY ACTIVITIES AT A GLANCE 
 
Monday   Prayer meeting in church - 2nd  and 16th February 2015 
Wednesday - Fellowship Meal in church (6:30 pm) followed by, 
    Bible Fellowship  (7.15 pm) - Resumes on 28th January 
Thursday  - Homework Club (5 pm-7 pm) 
Friday - Scouts meeting in church and hall (6.00 pm)  
  - Music Team practice in choir vestry (6.00 pm)              
Saturday - Intercessors prayer meeting in church (7-8 pm)-On recess till  
          24th January 
Enquiry/Counselling/Prayer Lifeline - please phone 020 8340 1566  
Editorial Board: Sheila Wheeler, Iyabo Agbelusi, Dele Agbelusi 
Vicar:          -  Revd Canon Dele Agbelusi 
Church Wardens: Peter Green, Jibola Fapohunda, Charles Murphy 
Lay Ministers:  Richard Mercer, Iyabo Agbelusi 
Safeguarding: Christabel Oshodi 
Organist:       Position vacant 


