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Vicar’s ten - minute reflection

IMMANUEL - GOD WITH US

The message of the good news of Jesus was

earth-shaking for the first century world. For the

first century Greek mind, the idea of God was one of abso-

lute serenity. They saw life in terms of a God who was se-
rene, isolated, and untouchable, freed from all feeling and emotion.
For the Stoics, God was by nature incapable of feeling. In the first
century world, the idea of God was one of detachment and indiffer-
ence to human need.

The difference that good news in Jesus Christ made to the people of
the first century was to reveal a God who cares desperately, a God
who is involved in human situations. Against the backdrop of this
first century world that considered all the deities as being insulated
from human need and emotionless to human concern comes the
good news of Jesus Christ. Barbara Taylor Brown reminds us that
"when you look at him (Jesus), you see God. When you listen to
him, you hear God. Not because he has taken God's place, but be-
cause he is the clear window God has glazed into flesh and blood...
the passageway between heaven and earth" (The Preaching Life).
That was good news for the first century world and that is good
news for our world.

Never before had God been defined in such loving, kind, gracious,
and caring terms. This was unthinkable for the first century world to
whom Mark was writing his gospel. It seemed incomprehensible
to those of Mark's day that the Son of God would be born of a
woman in the tiny village of Bethlehem in a stable. Why did
God do it? Why did God take upon Himself the task of becoming a
human being, coming to earth in the person of Jesus Christ, offering
Himself as a sacrifice of atonement? Why has He asked people of
faith to tell the story of Jesus to every ethnic group on the planet?
These are fundamental questions that must be grappled with if we
are to make any sense of the Christmas story.

The fall of humanity can be seen primarily as a breakdown in com-
munication, and apart from this breakdown, there was disruption
within the person; peace was broken among people, and there was a
breakdown of communication and relationship with God =-->3



and the created universe (Gen. 3:8, 4:12, 6:5, 11:4, 3:17-

20, 4:11, 14). But God yearns to be known and this yearn-

ing makes Him agonise with Israel again and again. God is

on a mission to find and pick up the shattered lives of bro-
ken people and transform them into something beautiful and the
Incarnation (God becoming man in Christ Jesus) is God’s primary
method.

The initiative in mission is God's, not ours. We are called simply to
serve God's mission by living and proclaiming the good news. When
we look at God’s incarnation, we are looking at the centre of com-
munication. Through the incarnation, God was bending down to dis-
close himself through ordinary situations of human life, thus becom-
ing completely relevant to the context of human beings. Jesus did
not speak to the Jews, but He became a Jew and identified Him-
self with all aspects of Jewish life in order to make God known and
help others re-establish a relationship with God. The apostle stated
this event in terms that are true for all ages when he declared
"that ... in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself" (2 Co-
rinthians 5:19).
The good news is that Jesus was born in an obscure village in an
out-of-the-way place that was shadowy, barren and unknown. To-
day, Christ comes to the shadowy and barren places of our lives.
This is what the Christmas story is all about. This is the good news!
Jesus was born amid the poverty and obscurity of those Judean
hills, but the fact remains that he transformed human life in the
first century. Today Christ comes to those shadowy and barren
places of our lives and brings the light of Today Christ comes to
God's love and grace. It was good news ihnace shadowy and bar-
for the first century and it is good news ren places of our lives
for our century. This is the hope and joy and brings the light of
of Christmas. This is the good news! In God's love and grace. It
Bethlehem heaven touched the earth as Was good news for the
never before. Today, the good news of first century and it is

. good news for our
the gospel touches our hearts and lives century.
with the announcement that God is with
us. Jesus walked along the shores of Galilee, but the good news is
that today he walks our city streets. He is with us amid life's strains
and stresses, to transform us and make us ready for His second
coming. -->8



HAVE A JOYOUS CHRISTMAS IN YOUR
HOME

If care is not taken, our elaborate preparation for
the Christmas season and the anticipated holidays
can bring out such intense sides to our personality.
Many of us want the displays in our houses to
make the news and from one breath to the next we move from
gratitude to greed. The hustle and bustle continues for several
weeks, stretching over Christmas and finally to New Year. Yup. It's
a crazy time of year where, as a culture, we sacrifice to bless an-
other one minute and indulge in almost every imaginable way the
next.

In our marriages, the rush, the expectations, the schedule
and the cookie - induced sugar buzz can really make for
some stressful—potentially explosive—situations. You might
feel like your spouse turned magically into Mr. or Mrs. Santa and
has a mission to give presents to the entire known world. Or per-
haps you feel like your wife turns into a real-life version of Frosty
the snow-woman and has a melt-down at every holiday impasse. If
this is anywhere near your Christmas family “traditions” then take
heart; you aren’t alone! Many families struggle with the extremes
the celebrations bring out of and on us! Here's a few
tips to help you navigate the season:

1. Listen to each other. Whenever frustrations are
bubbling near the surface, mentally slow-down and
choose to engage in actively listening to one another.
More often than not, the most frustrating part of a
conflict is not that we see things differently, but that we feel un-
heard and misunderstood. If she’s buying too many presents, listen
to her heart and find out why. If he’s getting Grinchy, there is a
reason. Listen to each other and search out each other’s motiva-
tions and heart behind the issues. Listening might actually help
your spouse understand why they are doing certain things. So, go
ahead and listen to your sweetheart! (... But everyone must be
quick to hear, slow to speak and slow to anger; for the anger of
man does not achieve the righteousness of God.) James 1:19-
21NASB

2. Be a team. Commit to being more committed to your spouse
than to your plans, expectations or Christmastime dreams. Nope.
She might never make the pies the way your grandma did. Nope.
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Have a joyous Christmas in your home. (from page 4)

He might never hang the lights the magical way your dad did
growing up. It's ok. You married a one-of-a-kind person who can
only be who God made them to be! And all our Christmas wishes
don’t hold a candle to the value of our spouse and our relationship
with them. Choose to not allow disappointments to come between
you. Don’t misplace your treasure by valuing plans over people
and relationships—especially your relationship with God! (For
where your treasure is, there will your heart be also. Matthew
6:21KJV)

3. Make a plan together. While we want to avoid putting plans
above people, we can steer clear of unnecessary headaches by
coming to an understanding and agreement about holiday plans. If
he expects to go skiing for New Year’s, that will impact the Christ-
mas budget. If she thought Christmas Eve dinner was at her par-
ents this year, then it's good to know before you tell your mom
you are coming to her house! Sounds simple, but it's so easy for
the hustle and bustle to begin and before you know it, the calen-
dar is full and no one knows how it got that way! Sit down and
make a prioritized list of time and budget plans. After you've made
your plans, consider and pray about the best way to guard those
plans. I know a couple who purchases one of those money-gift-
cards and puts an agreed-on amount on the card for the wife to
spend on Christmas presents. When the card is empty, so’s the
budget. No using the credit cards, no accidental debit overcharges!
No more disagreements over the Christmas spending—yeah! (Do
two walk together unless they have agreed to do so? Amos
3:3 NIV)

4. Keep your focus. Christmas isn't Jesus birthdate, but if we are
going to celebrate it as His birthday, then He should be the highest
priority in how we budget our time, finances and Christmas activi-
ties. So practically, if Jesus is my celebration and priority, then it is
more important that I reflect His love, joy and peace than that my
house is spotless, that the cookies turn out just perfect or that all
my presents are wrapped to perfection. If any of your activities rob
your daily devotion time, tempt you into anxiety or anger, or pull
your heart away from Jesus then it's safe to say those things need
to get trimmed out of your life. (Therefore, since we have so great
a cloud of witnesses surrounding us, let us also lay aside -->12
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STAR STORY OF THE MONTH
DISCOVER THE MEANING OF CHRISTMAS

In the city neighbourhood, about a week before Christmas, a
mother stopped and bought a brand new Nativity Set from the lo-
cal five and dime. When she unpacked it, she found two figures of
the Baby Jesus. "Someone must have packed this wrong," she said
and then realized that if she had two of the baby Jesus, one of the
sets down at the store was missing a Baby Jesus.

So, Mom bundled up the kids again to head down to the store. Dad
tried to explain that there were probably thousands of that particu-
lar Nativity Set scattered all over the country. It was probably miss
packed at whatever plant did the packing. Which meant the figu-
rine could be missing from a set in Florida or Texas or California.
Those kind of packing mistakes happen all the time.

But Mom insisted. She took the two kids with her and walked back
to store where she told the store manager that that they had an
extra Jesus. He tried to tell her the same thing Dad had said but
again Mom insisted and the manager agreed to post a sign with
the remaining boxes which read: "If you're missing Baby Jesus,
call 7126."

All week long Mom kind of hovered around the phone. Every time
it rang she'd get an excited look on her face. It was obvious, she
wanted to give that Baby Jesus to right person. Someone who's
Christmas wouldn't be the same without it. Every
time the phone rang, Mom would say, "I'll bet
that's about Jesus." But it never was.

Dad suggested that they just put the extra Jesus
back in the box and forget about it. Well, that was
the wrong thing to say. "Put Baby Jesus back in the
box?! What a horrible thing to do," Mom said.
"Surely someone will call. We'll just keep the two
Babies together in the manger until someone does." When no call
had come by 5:00 on Christmas Eve, Mom insisted that Dad "just
run down to the store" to see if there were any of the Nativity Sets
left. "You can see them right through the window, over on the
counter," she said. "If they are all gone, I'll know someone is
bound to call tonight." -->7




Star story of the month
DISCOVER THE MEANING OF CHRISTMAS (from page 7)

Dad was not pleased, "Run down to the store? Are you nuts? It's
15 below zero out there!"™ The kids both piped up and said,
"Daddy, we'll go with you!"

So they all got bundled up and headed out the front door. The two
kids, a brother and sister, talked excitedly about what they were
hoping to get for Christmas the next morning.

When they got close to the store, brother ran ahead and pressed
his nose up to the store window. "They're all gone, Daddy," he
shouted. "Every set must have been sold. Hooray! The mystery
will be solved tonight!" Dad who was still about a half a block
away, heard the news and immediately turned on his heel and
headed back home.

When they got back to the house, they noticed Mom was gone and
so was the extra Baby Jesus. "Someone must have called, and she
went out to deliver the Baby," Dad reasoned. "You kids get ready
for bed while T wrap Mom's present." Then the phone rang. Dad
yelled "answer the phone and tell 'em we found a home for Jesus."
But it was Mom calling with instructions for the family to come
to 205 Chestnut Street immediately, and bring three blankets, a
box of cookies and some milk. Dad complied but moaned, "Now
what's she gotten us into? 205 Chestnut. Why that's half way
across town.” Dad said, "Wrap that milk up good in the blankets,
or it'll freeze before we get there." He rolled his eyes and mut-
tered, "Why can't we all just get on with Christmas?"

When they got to the house at 205 Chestnut Street, they noticed it
was the darkest one on the block. Only one tiny light burned in the
living room. The minute Dad and the kids set foot on the porch,
the door opened and Mom said, "They're here! Oh thank God you
got here! You kids take those blankets into the living room and
wrap up the little ones on the couch. I'll take the milk and cook-
ies."

"Would you mind telling me what is going on?" Dad asked. Mom
said, "There is no heat in this house, and this young mother
doesn't know what to do. Her husband walked out on her, and
these poor kids are facing a very bleak Christmas, so don't you
complain. I told her you could fix that oil furnace in a jiffy." =->17
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Immanuel - God with us

Look at the humble setting where this message of good news first
appeared. It did not appear to have a ghost of a chance of surviv-
ing. The birth of Jesus took place in a tiny country. Palestine is on-
ly about 150 miles from north to south. How could the good news
that came to that community ever become good news for the en-
tire world today? Jesus was born into a Jewish family. Palestine
was inhabited by Jews, but the Jews deliberately isolated them-
selves from other cultures and other communities. How could good
news that came to a country which had a deliberate policy of isola-
tion be good news for the entire world? The good news first ap-
peared to the Jews, but at that time the Jews were under Roman
occupation. How could this good news that came to those who
were so isolated and occupied by a foreign power ever be good
news for all the world? The answer is simple.

The message of the good news of Jesus Christ is one that is about
personal relationships. It is about the relationship between wom-
en, men, and God. Personal relationships don't change. Love, hate,
honour, and loyalty remain the same. Jesus came to meet the
basic human needs of the first century and our century. Jesus en-
tered into life "then and there," and "here and now." Jesus met the
needs of the first century world, and the good news is, he meets
the needs of those in today's world. As Walter Wink reminds us in
his powerful book, Engaging the Powers, "Jesus identifies today
with every victim of torture, incest, or rape; with every peasant
caught in the crossfire of an enemy patrol; with every single one of
the forty thousand children who die each day of hunger ... with the
Alzheimer's patient who is slowly losing the capacity of recognition
and the AIDS patient who is barely holding on to life" (p. 142). The
good news is that in Jesus God became flesh and knows life exact-
ly as we know it, every pain, every tear, every aspect. Immanuel,
truly God is with us. That is the good news.

The primary expression of this good news is grace. God through
grace has taken the initiative to bring this world back to God. In
the birth of Jesus a relationship between God and humankind has
been made possible. It can never be earned, since it is a result of
grace; it can only be received. -->9




Immanuel - God with us

Continued from page 8

In fact, grace cannot really be described as it can be experienced.
It is more "caught" than "taught." It is defined in the scriptures as
"steadfast love." Therefore, as "steadfast love," it is reliable and
constant and trustworthy-the very thing that is needed in our lives
today.

Grace has been defined as love in action. That is a good definition
of the grace of God. It is love in action -- love in human action.
The Bible clearly points out that God's relationship with men and
women is not based on the fact that we offer something to God,
but on the fact that God offers everything to us.
God offers love to us not because we are good or
great, but simply because God is love. That is the
kind of God He is.

The Advent is the supreme example of grace. The
incarnation focuses in on a single point, a moment
in history, on what God through grace has been
doing always and everywhere. The incarnation becomes the essen-
tial clue to the interpretation of the whole mission of God to the
world. What surprises us about God's grace in regard to the Ad-
vent is the notion that God should take on flesh and dwell among
us. What a surprise that the Son of God was born into a lower-
class Jewish family living on the fringe of poverty and obscurity
and was destined to die in disgrace as a common criminal! That is
the surprising way that God, through grace, chose to do it.

The fact is we are always surprised by grace. Because it is God's
grace, it comes to us on God's terms. Grace is the unmerited, un-
earned, undeserved goodness of God that is showered upon our
lives. In the Old Testament, God loves and chooses Israel to reveal
God's purpose and will. Not because Israel is good or great. God
does not need Israel or depend on her. Yet God loves Israel. Why?
Because it is God's nature to love. What can be said of Israel can
be said of us. Why does God love us? Simply because God is love.
There is no other reason to explain why God should take the risk.
This is the surprising nature of God's grace. ==>10




Immanuel - God with us

Mark opens his gospel with the declaration: "the good news of the
gospel of Jesus Christ." Here we discover God's love in action in
the life of Jesus. The whole Bible is a commentary on the grace of
God which seeks to save. Why wasn't Israel given up as hopeless
because of her constant bickering, criticism, and failure? Why was
not Jacob cast out on the scrap heap for his warped and twisted
ways? Why wasn't David disowned by God for the dark and de-
grading deed that could have made his name a byword in the
land? Why wasn't Peter left to sink after his base denial? Why was-
n't Saul of Tarsus, persecutor, blasphemer, hater of Christ, blotted
out of the Book of Life forever? Why is it that God has not given up
on us? We have spurned God's love, polluted God's creation, and
mocked God's purpose with cruel acts of inhumanity. Why
doesn't God just go ahead and allow us to self-destruct?
Because there is nothing in heaven or on earth so dogged,
determined, stubborn, and persistent as the grace of God
that wills to save.

Tom Long asks the question in his book Shepherds and Bathrobes:
"Have you ever noticed where God placed his treasure that he was
seeking to deposit on the earth?" The treasure is not gold, but
gospel. Not silver, but good news. Not hard, cold cash, but grace,
love, and peace. He points out that God could have left it with the
politicians, those who are responsible for collecting taxes, building
schools, and passing laws, but God didn't. God could have left this
treasure with Zechariah, the high priest, but his unbelief took him
out of the picture. Long states that God left the treasure in the
least likely of places: in the love, care, and nurture of a first centu-
ry peasant woman chosen as the "handmaiden of the Lord." God's
treasure was left with the most powerless figure in the ancient
world. Doesn't that tell you something about God's grace in today's
world?

Let’s all learn how to share the message of the gospel, God’s good
news of grace to an unbelieving world, more effectively and let's
be confident that the sharing of this message is God’s chosen
method of working spiritual miracles today. It is not unusual for
Christians to feel inadequate for this task and that's why I love
what Paul says in 2 Corinth.4: 7: "But we have this -->11
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Immanuel - God with us (from page 10)

treasure in jars of clay to show that this all-surpassing power is
from God and not from us.” In Paul’s world these jars of clay were
the equivalent of our carrier bags. They were disposable and un-
impressive. God has put a treasure in jars of clay. What does he
mean? Paul talks about this treasure. What he means is the gospel
-the wonderful news about the identity and mission of Jesus. He
has put this announcement in jars of clay. We are the jars of clay.

However, we need to pay close attention to our culture. Ours is a
world where self-esteem is the king of the age. You can’t make
people feel bad about themselves. You need to make sure you en-
courage people, even when they are hopeless. Many schools don’t
give grades now, you just end up in a band so your personal
weaknesses don’t stand out. At all costs we must avoid making
people feel that they don’t have what it takes. That is our culture.

Then God comes along and says, “You know what. Let's have a
realistic assessment here”. You are all jars of clay. You don't have
a lot to be boastful about. You are like disposable carrier bags.
Physically that is the case. In 2 Corinth.4:16 Paul reminds us that
outwardly we are wasting away. the Greek behind this phrase
means “to rot, to decay, to ruin, to corrupt”. It's not a positive pic-
ture ... but neither is ageing. We are not vessels made of brass,
silver or gold. We are earthen ware, cracked pots, if
you will. By our very nature we are fragile. Under
the pressures of life we chip ... But notice from 2
Corinth 4:7 that God has not made a mistake in giv-
ing us the gospel to proclaim.

He does all this so he gets the glory, so that the

power to change is recognised as coming from God and not from
us. So be encouraged if you feel inadequate. We are not very im-
pressive but the message of the gospel, contained within us, and
which is to be on our lips, is the power of God for the salvation of
everyone who believes.

We are constantly surprised by grace. Grace may be surprising,

but grace is always amazing. God comes to us in the most unlikely

place, and the Bethlehem of Jesus’ birth is a typical example.
-->12
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Immanuel - God with us (Continued from page 11)

God comes through the most unlikely of people, as He did in the
case of young Mary, mother of Jesus. God comes to us under the
most unlikely circumstances - the poverty of the Judean hills. To-
day, God through Christ comes again to the most unlikely people -
you and me. God comes to us at the level of our need. Knowing
that we cannot go where God is, God comes to us where we are,
to reconcile us to Himself and make us His children, His ambassa-
dors as we join hands with Him in preparing the world for their
King, Jesus Christ. The gospel accomplishes things and is not
worth defending if it does not transform. The eternal life that is
offered in the gospel is the life of God becoming a reality in his
people. Titus 2:10 sums it up superbly: the lives of God’s people
must ‘make the teaching about God our Saviour attractive’. This is
what Mark calls "the good news of the gospel of Jesus Christ."

Dele Agbelusi

Memory Verse

For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and

the government will be on his shoulders. And he will

be called Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty

God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of the

greatness of his government and peace there will be no end. He
will reign on David’s throne and over his kingdom, establishing
and upholding it with justice and righteousness from that time on
and forever. The zeal of the LORD Almighty will accomplish this.
Isaiah 9:6-7

Have a joyous Christmas in your home (from page 5)

every encumbrance and the sin which so easily entangles us, and
let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, fixing our
eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith. Hebrews 12:1-
2 NAS)

5. When disappointments come, look for the good, look for the
redemption, look for God’s hand and practise letting go of the little
things. Disappointments come—whether they come to you or your
pastor, are ministry related, or are in your family or --> 13
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LORD TEACH US TO PRAY (Continued from Nov.)

Hallowed be your name

Matthew 6:9 (contd).- 'HALLOWED be your name' - The word which
is translated as hallowed- holy- implies: 'Let God's name be
treated differently from all other names; let God's name be given a
position which is absolutely unique.' But there is something to add
to this. In Hebrew, the name does not mean simply the name by
which a person is called -John or James- or whatever the name
may be. In Hebrew, the name means the nature, the character,
the personality of the person in so far as it is known or revealed
to us. That becomes clear when we see how the Bible writers use
the expression. The psalmist says: Those who know your name
put their trust in you' (Psalm 9:10). Quite clearly, that does not
mean that those who know that God is called Yahweh will trust in
him. It means that those who know what God is like, those who
know the nature and the character of God, will put their trust in
him. The psalmist says: 'Some take pride in chariots, and some in
horses, but our pride is in the name of the Lord our God' (Psalm
20:7). Quite clearly, that does not mean that in a time of difficulty
the psalmist will remember that God is called Yahweh. It means
that at such a time some will put their trust in human and materi-
al aids and defences, but the psalmist will remember the nature
and the character of God; he will remember what God is like, and
that memory will give him confidence.-->Continued in Jan.2015

Have a joyous Christmas in your home -from page 12
marriage, career or calling. We serve a big God and if all the rest
of life is built on the redemption of our messiness, then our disap-
pointments won't kill us, ruin us or end us. They will simply be-
come part of the bigger redemption story. If we won't release
small disappointments (like the potluck dish that spills all over the
back seat or the family squabbles over who hosts Christmas), then
how will we ever release the big disappointments to God’s redemp-
tive hands? The Christmas season offers ample practice to release
disappointments into God’s redemptive grip, doesn't it? (And we
know that God causes all things to work together for good to those
who love God, to those who are called according to His pur-
pose. Romans 8:28 NAS) May your marriage shine bright with the
love, joy and peace that comes from knowing the One we truly cel-
ebrate!

13
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LAUGHTER LINES

I WANT TO STAY WITH YOU
After the christening of his baby brother in church, lit-
tle Johnny sobbed all the way home in the back seat of
the car. His father asked him three times what was
wrong. Finally, the boy replied, "That priest said he
wanted us brought up in a Christian home, and T want to
stay with you guys!”

HERE COMES EVE
In Sunday School, they were teaching how God created everything, in-
cluding human beings. Little Johnny seemed especially intent when they
told him how Eve was created out of one of Adam's ribs. Later in the
week, his mother noticed him lying down as though he were ill, and said,
‘Johnny what is the matter?' Little Johnny responded, ‘T have a pain in
my side. I think I'm going to have a wife.’

GIVE UNTO THE LORD
There is the story of a preacher who got up one Sunday and announced
to his congregation: "I have good news and bad news. The good news is,
we have enough money to pay for our new building program. The bad news
is, it's still out there in your pockets."

60D IS GETTING BETTER

A little girl was sitting on her grandfather’s lap as he read her a bedtime
story. From time to time, she would take her eyes off the book and reach
up to touch his wrinkled cheek. She was alternately stroking her own
cheek, then his again. Finally she spoke up, "Grandpa, did God make you?"
"Yes, sweetheart,” he answered, "God made me a long time ago.” "Oh/”
she paused, “grandpa, did God make me to0o0?" “Yes, indeed, honey," he
said, "6od made you just a little while ago. Feeling their respective faces
again, she observed, "God's getting better at it, isn't he?”

14




LAUGHTER LINES
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"You've got to admire him. He's always quick to leave
the ninety-nine to search for the lost one.”

HOLIDAY HAND-ME-DOWNS

The Sunday before Christmas, my Sunday school class brought me
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gifts. One little girl presented her package and innocently said, "Here,

someone gave this fo my mommy and she didn't want it."
Allison Denight, FL, Today's Christian Woman, "Heart to Heart."

MY GREAT AMBITION
After a church service on Sunday morning, a young boy suddenly an-
nounced to his mother, "Mom, I've decided to become a minister when
I grow up.” "That's okay with us, but what made you decide that?"
"Well," said the little boy, "I have to go to church on Sunday anyway,
and I figure it will be more fun to stand up and yell, than to sit and
listen."
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WHAT’S ON DEC. 2014 - JANUARY 2015

Date Time Order Theme Texts
21/12 1030hrs. CAROL SERVICE NINE LESSONS
24/12 2300hrs (HC) DO NOT BE AFRAID Acts 13:16-26
Luke 1:67-69
25/12 1030hrs (HC) THE LIGHT HAS DAWNED Isaiah 9:2-7
Luke 2:1-20
28/12 1030hrs (MP) A CRY OF THE INNOCENTS
Matt. 2:13-18
1800hrs. (EW) NO MORE GLOOM Isaiah 9:2-7
31/12 2300hrs (HC) FACING THE GIANT
4/01 1030hrs. (HC) WHO IS THE STAR? Isaiah 60:1-6
Matt. 2:1-12
1800hrs. (EW) GOD’S INVISIBLE PROVIDENCE
Esther 1
11/01 1030hrs. (MP) THE BIG PICTURE Eph. 1:1-14
Mark 1:4-11
1800hrs. (EW) STRENGTH & DIGNITY IN PARADE
Esther 2
Note: (HC) - indicates Holy Communion (Common Worship);

(MP) - Morning Prayer; (EW) - Evening Worship (AA/FS) - All
Age/Parade /Family Service; (HA)- Healing and Anointing. (SW)
- Service of the Word. There is Holy Communion Service every
Sunday at 8am using the Book of Common Prayer except where
otherwise directed.

Do you need courage to face tHe <co

Turn to the Lord of Chri st mas. Chr

ment al tale of a cute baby borp in

the story of a miraculous rescpe,
w

us t hat e have not been abandjoned

Chri st.
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Star story of the month
DISCOVER THE MEANING OF CHRISTMAS (from page 7)

And then Mom strode off to the kitchen to warm up the milk. The
kids wrapped each of the three little children in their own blanket.
The children's mother explained that her husband had run off,
taking bedding, clothing, and almost every piece of furniture, and
she'd been doing all right until the furnace broke down.

"I've been doin' washin' an ironin' for people and cleanin' the five
and dime," she said. "I saw your number every day there, on
those boxes on the counter. When the furnace went out, that
number kept goin' through my mind. 7162, 7162. It said on the
box that if a person was missin' Jesus, they should call you. That's
how I knew you were good Christian people, willin' to help folks. I
figured that maybe you would help me, too. So I stopped at the
grocery store tonight, and I called your missus. I'm not missin'
Jesus, mister, because I sure love the Lord. But I am missin' heat.
I have no money to fix that furnace."

"Okay," said Dad. "You've come to the right place. Now let's see.
You've got a little oil burner over there in the dining
room. Shouldn't be too hard to fix. I'll look it over, see what it
needs." Mom came into the living room carrying a plate of cookies
and warm milk. As she set the cups down on the coffee table, she
noticed the figure of the Baby Jesus lying in the center of the ta-
ble. It was the only sign of Christmas in the house. The children
stared with wide-eyed wonder at the plate of cookies Mom set be-
fore them. Dad got the oil burner working but said, "You need
more oil. Let me make a few calls tonight and get you some oil.
Yes sir, you came to the right place."

On the way home, Dad just grinned. He didn't complain about the
cold weather and he'd barely set foot in house door when he was
on the phone. "Ed, hey, how are ya, Ed? Yes, Merry Christmas to
you, too. Say Ed, we have kind of an unusual situation here. I
know you've got that pick-up truck. Do you still have some oil in
that barrel on your truck? You do?" By this time the rest of the
family was pulling clothes out of their closets and toys off of their
shelves. It was long after the kid's bedtime when they were wrap-
ping gifts. The pickup came. On it were chairs, three lamps, more
blankets, boxes of food and gifts. There was even a Christmas
tree. Ed had made a call to some of the members of their church
and in no time flat they had gathered -->18
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Star story of the month
DISCOVER THE MEANING OF CHRISTMAS (from page 17)

enough stuff to fill the truck with Christmas cheer. Nobody ever
did call about the missing figure in the nativity set. But then, we
know it wasn't a packing mistake at all. That night, the Word be-
came flesh and dwelt among us once again in the form of that
family in need and the family who could help. It happened be-
cause this Babe changes everything but especially our hearts.

Conclusion. As we ponder the Christmas story and gaze upon
the face of the Son of God, we are reminded that He is Salvation
in the flesh. Salvation wrapped in swaddling clothes. And that's
the true Meaning of Christmas which God wants us to discover
and rediscover year after year. This is the Promise the Prophets
foretold. This babe in a manger is the Expectation, Joy and Per-
fect Gift we've been waiting for. He is the Meaning of Christmas.
He came to bring us Salvation. He came to give us Himself.
Billy D. Strayhorn

ARCHBISHOP DISPUTES TIMES CLAIMS
THE ARCHBISHOP of Jos, Northern Nigeria, the Most Rev Benja-
min Kwashi, has written to The Times stating that claims the in-
surgency in Northern Nigeria “is fuelled more by poverty than by
Islamic extremism” were naive.

Those who peddle this myth, the archbishop wrote, were blinded
by political correctness that was “unwilling to face the connected
and organized global jihadist network we face today. Poverty
does not explain the death by suicide bomb of 40 school children
- Muslim children - in Potiksum yesterday,” he said, nor does it
explain “the abduction, forced conversion, and forced marriage
of some 200 girls in Chibok.

“To say that this is the result of poverty and corruption is to play
down the evil of Boko Haram, and their form of Islam.” Arch-
bishop Kwashi acknowledged the “poverty and corruption” plagu-
ing the area was “real”. “"But so is the global terror ideology of
which Boko Haram is a practitioner, and the global terror net-
work of which it is a part. It is both untrue and unhelpful to con-
flate and confuse these issues.” - from Church of England News-
papers 30 Nov
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HEAVENLY CORRESPONDEN(JE

E-MAIL FROM GOD (38]

File Edit View Options Tools Help
1 J:"P)r '|ﬁll' z_‘.l
"d Iu-";q;ﬂlil @ * L_’_J - L= -
Send Contacts Attach  Security Save
From: GOD, YOUR HEAVENLY FATHER i
W To: You, My beloved child

This is how much God loved the world:
He gave his Son ¢é so that no one neeld be

didndét go to all the trouble of send]ng
point an accusing finger, telling the world how bad it was.

He came to help, to put the world right again.
|

Subject:

Dear Child, 3

I donodt get any kind of thrill ogt
doing somet hing wrong. I dm not of fer
life just to pull it back the minute you reach out

for it.

Just for you, | put together an elaborate plan and

S €

around just to pounce on you when you do something
wrong. His life was too precious for Me to waste it
on something as pointless as that.

My

draw you to Me - to heal your hurts and make you whole,

and

life that lasts forever.

You

God

nt Jesus to earth to rescue you. So

goal all along has been to show you My love and

to give you a chance at real life -

r Father and Friend,

Adapted from ‘e-mail from God for Teens’-Clonigers



TEXT FOR THE YEAR (Isaiah 41:10. NLT)

Don’t be afraid, for | am with you. Don’t be discouraged, for | am your God. | will
strengthen you and help you. | will hold you up with my victorious right hand.

FI NDI NG OUT ABOUT ..CHRI ST CHURCF
Tel/ Fax: 020 8340 1566

We are a family of men and women, boys
God in a world that has | argely chosen
We believe that it is Godds world and t
problems in Jesus Christ. As a body of
ular opportunities for worship and service that point the way to God as our
strongest resource in all aspects of |
We will be pleased to welcome you to an
You will find a warm welcome at Chri st
Ti mes of worship and fellowship ar
Sunday- 8. 00 Homhhy Communi on (Book of C

- 10. 30Maimn service with Cr che f

Ther e-aige/ lalrade servi ceuownalel v vtelrgy
third Sunday of the month unl ess |
- 5.00 Epreni ng wor ship

WEEKLY ACTIVITIES AT A GLANCE

Monday-Prayer meeti-rbg hi,n 109k thr dran 2015
Wednes-d&da&y | owshi p Meal in church (6:30 p
Bi ble Fell owsD®Dnpre¢ésé&5tpm) 21st
Thur sd-ddomewor k ClHulpm "Jup#minge) er m
Friday-Scouts meeting in church and hal/l
-Music Team practice in choir vest
Saturddywtercessors praye#8 men@ting in ch
Enquiry/ Counsellingl®asagephanéeé ed2®m@e8340
Editori as$hda&iolaa dwWheel er, |l yabo Agbelusi,
Vi car :-Revd Canon Dele Agbel usi
Church WaRdteenrs: Green, Jibola Fapohunda,
Lay MiniRdtchrag:d Mercer, |l yabo Agbel usi
OrganiPots:di ti on vacant

YOUR COMMENTS AND CONTRIBUTIONS ARE WELCOME
PLEASE WRITE TO THE EDITOR AT:

CROSSLINKS, THE VICARAGE, 32 CRESCENT ROAD, LONDON, N8 8AX
E-MAIL: christchurchN8@aol.com; WEB: www.christchurchn8.org.uk




