CHRIST CHURCH

CROUCH END HILL
LONDON N8 8AX

CROSSLINKS

MARCH 2014 ISSUE 14.159

A MAGAZINE OF THE CHURCH ON THE HILL

WHEN YOU FAST...




Vicar’s ten - minute reflection

FASTING AND PRAYING

One of the greatest preachers of the first thousand years of

the Christian Church was John Chrysostom, the bishop of

Constantinople in the fourth century. I mention him be-

cause he has left us one of the most sweeping statements
about the value of fasting. He was known as an ascetic in an age of
luxury in Constantinople and his lifestyle offended the emperor Arca-
dius and his wife Eudoxia so much that he was eventually banished
and died in AD 407.

On fasting he said: Fasting is, as much as lies in us, an imitation of
the angels, a contemning of things present, a school of prayer, a
nourishment of the soul, a bridle of the mouth, an abatement of con-
cupiscence: it mollifies rage, it appeases anger, it calms the tem-
pests of nature, it excites reason, it clears the mind, it disburdens
the flesh, it chases away night-pollutions, it frees from head-ache.
By fasting, a man gets composed behaviour, free utterance of his
tongue, right apprehensions of his mind.

Not all of those accolades are true for everyone in every time of fast-
ing. For example, for some fasting will cause a headache rather than
take it away. But I want you to hear Chrysostom and the thousands
of saints who have proved the value of the Lord's prophecy: when
the Bridegroom is taken away, then the disciples will fast (Matthew
9:15).

FASTING REMINDS US OF OUR HUMANITY. It's always good to
be reminded of our humanity when we come to God. To come to God
feeling a sense of helplessness is not a handicap but a head start. It
makes us dependent - and oh, how most of us hate to feel depend-
ent!

FASTING HUMBLES US. Or it should do. There is a self-denial in-
volved. We deny the physical appetites of our body for a time to
humble ourselves before God, who has all the answers for our lives.
FASTING IS A SIGN OF OUR DESIRE. We are saying when we
fast, that seeking God is more important to us than the daily routine
of feeding our appetite. We have a passion for God that supersedes
everything else.




This should not be misconstrued as trying to twist God’s
arm, but a genuine display of the earnestness of our desire.
However, we must observe some salient points about how
we ought to approach fasting:

1. FASTING MUST NOT BE “"AS THE HYPOCRITES"” (see Matthew
6:16).

2. FASTING SHOULD BE IN SECRET (see Matthew 6:18).0n most
occasions, only your partner needs to know. The exception to this
rule is corporate fasting - of which there are numerous Biblical ex-
amples - times that God called His people to prayer.
3. FASTING IN THE BIBLE IS ALWAYS COUPLED WITH FER-
VENT PRAYER. There is no spiritual value in hunger alone! Dieting
is not biblical fasting! Do you feel dry spiritually, powerless
against the world and the enemy and in need of renewal? Fast and

pray.

Today, fasting is a lost practice. Since Vatican II, Catholics do not
require fasting, and very few protestant Christians take fasting seri-
ously. Yet, fasting has always been a part of religious devotion,
both Christian and non-Christian. For instance, the Bible
takes fasting for granted. Jesus took for granted that people would
fast. Jesus twice says, "When you fast," not "if you fast," or "you
should fast." When the Disciples could not perform a miracle, Jesus
explained that it could be done only by prayer and fasting. Jesus
fasted. Paul fasted, The Apostles fasted. Luther fasted. The Wesley
brothers fasted. It has been a universal practice to fast until the
time of the radical reformers in the 16th century. If fasting has
been a universal practice of early fathers, there must have been a
reason for it and there must have been some value to it. Are we the
losers for not fasting today?

Lent is the traditional time to fast, though I posit that fasting should
be part of our lifestyle (lent or no lent) as Christians. As we are in
another season of Lent, we face the question: to fast or not to fast.
How will you answer? If you say, "No," to fasting, it will be because
you claim that fasting is foolishness. You see no sense in it at all.
The world, for one, says that fasting is foolish. fasting means you
must be hard on yourself. You must deny yourself some comfort or
pleasure. The world does not go along with this. The world loves
comfort and ease. It is not for discipline, but for permissiveness.
Continued on page 10



THE HARD QUESTIONS THAT
CHILDREN ASK (continued from February)

The Hard Questions

Start them early

So what can we do to engage children with apolo-
getics and provide answers to their questions?
Here are six suggestions:

1. Don’t call it ‘apologetics ’

This one’s obvious, really. Most adults think the word ‘apologetics’
must be to do with saying sorry, and so will the average child.
Avoid confusion and call it ‘making sense of faith’ (or something
else) if it needs a label.

2. Engage their questions honestly

Ruth Jackson says: ‘Young children have big questions. If a five
year-old is faced with his mum dying of cancer then the question of
suffering is probably going to be so much bigger than anything that
they tackle in Sunday school. You need to get alongside that kid
and show them that in the midst of the storm God is holding them
tight, and that he is sad too, and he’s crying with them.’

3. Think it through yourself

1 Peter 3:15 says ‘Always be prepared to give an answer’. This
means we need to put some energy into finding answers to the
questions children ask, as well as being clear about what we be-
lieve. Chris Sinkinson says: ‘If we can’t explain our faith to a child
then we have to question how far we understand it ourselves.’

4. When teaching the Bible, enlighten don’t frighten

Tom Price recalls an occasion when a Sunday school teacher told
the story of Abraham nearly-sacrificing Isaac. Speaking to the chil-
dren afterwards, he found they were struggling to make sense of
what they’d heard. ‘They needed to know that Abraham knew that
he would have descendants as numerous as the stars and that
Isaac had to survive for that to happen. Talking to them helped
them to soften the compartmentalisation they’d started to adopt to
try to deal with it. I'm not saying that we shouldn’t teach the Bible
fully, but I'm not sure that we should be teaching
stories to children when they don’t have the capacity
to deal with the apologetic response, in a way that
makes sense to them emotionally and morally.’

5. Engage their imagination

The seven most popular apologetics books of the
20th Century were written for children.




The hard questions that children ask

They are The Chronicles of Narnia. CS Lewis was a
master of engaging the imagination of children by
describing the Christian worldview in creative new
ways. However, you don't have to be a CS Lewis to
successfully engage the imagination of children
when putting across apologetic concepts. Michelle
Tepper believes that church workers and parents
can co-opt whatever is currently popular in children’s culture for
their cause: ‘Rather than getting them to be quiet about their
“distractions”, use it as a link in to bring your point in. My daugh-
ter loves the TV series Charlie and Lola. Maybe I can draw on the
way that Charlie is always looking after his little sister when she'’s
being mischievous, to bring across a point about the way God
cares for us.’

6. Your greatest apologetic is you

Ruth Jackson says that it comes down to the trust our children
have in us: ‘If a dad lifts his kid in the air, it doesn’t even cross
their mind that he’s not going to catch them. My parents never
shoved anything down my throat - it was their example as much
as what they said that made me know that Christianity was true.
Our lives need to be an apologetic as well as what we say to chil-
dren. Children trust us, so we need to be a living example.’

Three questions children ask (and how you might want to answer)
Who made God?

Explain that God is the one thing that didn’t need to be made - he
just is and always has been - and he made everything else.

A visual illustration: Starting from the floor stack a number of ob-
jects on top of one another. Point out how each object is standing
on another below it. But the ground isn’t standing on anything,
everything else stands on it. God is like the ground (which is basi-
cally what theologian Paul Tillich took a whole book to say).

Was Jesus magic?

Ask them what they think magic is. Explain the difference between
the illusion of stage magic, and miracles where God does some-
thing amazing in real life.

Talk it through: We know that the magic in the Harry Potter films

is make believe. But the battles that Harry fights against Volde-
mort still tell us something true about the world we live in.




The hard questions that children ask

There is a spiritual battle going on between good and evil.
Why didn't my prayer get answered?

Explain that we can’t always see things from God’s perspective.
Prayer is about learning to trust that God is in control, even when
we don’t get all the things we ask for.

Next time you pray: Have a picture of hands on paper. Draw on
pictures of the things that you want to put into God’s hands - how-
ever he answers, whether now or later, they are safe in his hands
and care.

Apologetics resources for children:

The Chronicles of Narnia: 50 years after his death,
CS Lewis’ classic stories are still a wonderful way to
help children grasp theological truth and see the
beauty and power of Jesus in the beloved lion,
Aslan.

The Jesus Storybook Bible: An acclaimed resource by Sally Lloyd-
Jones which shows how all of the Bible points towards Jesus. It
doesn’t describe itself as ‘apologetics’ but speaks to many relevant
issues.

What is God Like? book series : Christian philosopher William Lane
Craig originally wrote these stories for his own children. Brown
Bear and Red Goose explain topics like God’s self-existence and
the Trinity to children. Adults will learn a lot too.

The Case for...for Kids

Lee Strobel’s best-selling books such as The Case for Christ fol-
lowed his journey from atheism to faith after investigating the evi-
dence. This series of books makes the same information accessible

WISE WORDS FROM CHILDREN
If mom says "no," she means it. If dad says "no," it means maybe.
Joseph, age 13

When your mom is mad at your dad, don't let her brush your
hair. Morgan, age 11

It's not always easy being a kid, but I bet it's even harder being
an adult. Julie, age 11




HMRC WARNS OF BOGUS REBATE EMAILS
By Press Association , Feb 7, 2014

The taxman is warning people to beware of bogus emails purporting to
offer them a tax rebate after seeing a surge of almost 50% in consumers
reporting being targeted by these "phishing" scams.

HM Revenue and Customs (HMRC) said that 23,247 phishing emails
were reported to it in the three months leading up to the online self-
assessment deadline on January 31 - marking a 47% increase on the
same period a year earlier. During 2013, customers reported more than
91,000 phishing emails to HMRC. Emails sent as part of the scam often
begin with a sentence such as: "We have reviewed your tax return; ac-
cording to our calculations of your last year's accounts a tax refund of
(an amount of money) is due."

The conmen behind the emails try to trick victims into handing over their bank ac-
count or credit card details. Typical details requested in these emails include the
victim's name, address, and date of birth, bank account number, sort code, credit
card details, National Insurance number, passwords and mother's maiden name.

Anyone responding to this type of email risks opening their bank account to fraud-
sters and having their details sold on to other organised criminal gangs...

The HMRC actions to combat scammers have led to websites being closed down
around the world, including those based in the United States, Russia and elsewhere.
The revenue body said that in 2013 it closed down 1,476 websites sending scam
phishing emails...

There is often a spike in criminals flooding people's inboxes with bogus messages
around this time of year as some people might be expecting to get a tax rebate. But
legitimate tax rebate forms, called P800s, from HMRC will contain a payment order
and will never ask for credit or debit card details

"If you receive an email claiming to be from HMRC which offers a tax rebate,
please send it to phishing@hmrc.gsi.gov.uk and then delete it permanently. We can,
and do, close these websites down, and do all we can to ensure taxpayers stay safe
online by working with law enforcement agencies around the world to target the
criminals behind these scams."

HMRC strongly advises customers who receive such an email to check the advice
published at www.hmrc.gov.uk/security/index.htm where examples of these fake
emails are listed. People should not click on websites or links contained in suspi-
cious emails or open attachments. Anyone who has answered one of these emails
should forward the email and disclose details to security.custcon@hmre.gsi.gov.uk.



http://money.aol.co.uk/editors/press-association/

BIBLE TRANSLATIONS (Continued from February)

Sure, the NLT and the TNIV and CEB are more inclusive, but that’s
not quite the point. The point is which one best represents the in-
tent of the original Greek, which has the Greek word adelphos
(brothers)? Unless you know what adelphos means in Greek, in the
broad swath of the New Testament’s use of adelphos and how it is
used in the Greek-speaking (not to mention Hebrew-reading
world) and about how James uses the word adelphos, any judg-
ment is rooted in theology or theory but not in evidence. If you
don’t know the Greek, avoid standing in judgment. I'm not trying
to be a hard-guy or an elitist, but let’'s be honest: only those who
know Latin should be talking about which is the “best” translation
of Virgil or only those who know Middle High German should be
weighing in on the “best” translation of The Nibelungenlied. This
isn't elitist; it's common sense and intelligent.

We could get into the “intent” of translation, but that’s another
post. Our intent today is simple: to press upon everyone that there
is a distinction between the text and a translation of the text. The
authority is with the former; those who know that text are in-
formed enough to decide about translations.

I'll tell you what I think here: there is no evidence in James that
there were women teachers and that would favour the NIV and
NASB and ESV; it is also likely that by “brothers” James is looking
at the whole congregation (common enough usage of adelphos in
James), favouring the NLT and TNIV and NIV 2011 and CEB. The
Greek text has adelphos and the debate should revolve around
what that word, in that world and in this context in James, means.
[Other things can be discussed too, but my point is not to resolve
the issue.] There is insufficient evidence to be dogmatic in this in-
stance. If a translation wants to be “inclusive,” then a little note at
the bottom of the text could give readers a tip that “brothers” is
another translation.

The authoritative text is not the translation but the original lan-
guages. (This is not denying the authority of God or the Holy Spir-
it, but instead the smaller point: when translating, we don’t pro-
nounce the translation the authority but always defer to the origi-
nal. Always.)

Another point being made in the recent dustup about the TNIV and
the NIV (and the NIVI) has to do with “translation theory.” I hear

it like this all the time: (Continued on page 9)




BIBLE TRANSLATIONS

I prefer “"dynamic equivalence” (functional equivalence) or I prefer
“formal equivalence.” Sometimes it gets expressed by such words
as “paraphrase” or “literal” and sometimes by “bad” and “good.”
Or “loose” and “tight.”

I'd like to contend today that most words are translated in all Bi-
ble translations with formal equivalence and that some words are
translated more or less in a dynamic, or functional way. In other
words, there isn’t really a radical commitment to dynamic equiva-
lence — as if one can find some better way in English to the origi-
nal languages “and” or “but” or “the” or “"God.” Or a radical com-
mitment to “formal equivalence,” as if the Greek word order can
be maintained in English and make sense, though at times the
NASB gave that a try (much to the consternation of English read-
ers). No one translates “"God’s nostrils got bigger” (formal equiva-
lence) but we translate “"God became angry.” There are some ex-
pressions that can’t be translated woodenly unless one prefers not
to be understood. (See Dan Wallace.)

The result of this is that all translations are on a spectrum of more
or less formal and more ore less dynamic. Now one more compli-
cation: each translation will vary for individual words or phrases or
clauses.

The most important book to read (so far as I know) for translation
theory is the old book by Eugene Nida, The Theory and Practice of
Translation, and I used to teach this book every year. The issue
here is clear: there is an original text and there is a “receptor” lan-
guage (English). It is the translator’s intent to take the original
text and make it the receptor language in a way that is as
“equivalent” as possible. The issue has to do with which one gains
prominence when decision time comes? Everyone strives for
“equivalence.” The TNIV people don't think they are paraphrasing;
they are translating the original text accurately into modern Eng-
lish.

Formal equivalence tends to move in the direction of “identity” —

the idea that one can translate as simply as possible in a way that
is as close to “identical” as one language can be to another. "And”
becomes “and” and “gird up the loins of your mind” becomes “gird
up the loins of your mind.” (Continued on page 18)



http://www.biblestudymagazine.com/preview/choosetranslationWeb.pdf

Fasting

Continued from page 3

The people of the world think fasting is foolish also because
our fasting is mere tokenism. The world laughs at some of us
Christians by saying, "When you fast, you give up little things that
do not really matter - things like fizzy drinks, chocolate, coffee and
cake. How can you say you make a real sacrifice with that kind
of fasting?”

WHEN GOD OPPOSES FASTING

Fasting is foolishness to God when it is done without godly motives.
God, in Isaiah 58 condemns the kind of fasting that can be an end
in itself, an aspect of our religiosity. God points out that while the
people are fasting, they engage in their usual sins: "Seek your own
pleasure, oppress all your workers, quarrel and fight." God asks,
"Will you call that a fast, and a day acceptable to the Lord?" You
see, fasting is always connected to repentance.

Being conscious of sin, a man would repent and It is possible
show his repentance sincerely by putting on also to
sackcloth, put ashes on his head, and engage in .
a fast. That is why the first day of Lent was use fasting as
called "Ash Wednesday." It was a special day of though it will
repentance. People went to church where they earn us
were marked with ashes while the priests re-
mind them that they are dust and ashes and .
unto dust and ashes they will return. It is only a points”.

life lived in the Lord that has an enduring val-

ue. True fasting is identified with a change of mind and heart, a
true sorrow for sin and the desire to do better. False fasting is
when you go through the motions of fasting, but do not make any
effort to change your wicked way of life.

“brownie

It is possible also to use fasting as though it will earn us “brownie
points”. If we are hard on ourselves, we may get the idea that this
ought to count with God on our behalf. It should show how good
we are and how hard we are trying to please God. All of the denials
and sacrifices are supposed to stack up merit so that, at judgment
day, God will give us an okay. This puts us back to pre-Reformation
times when all the prayers, fasting, pilgrimages, indulgences, and
other good works were supposed to get one saved.
Continued on pagell
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Fasting

Continued from page 10

We need to be reminded that we do not get to heaven by
our fasting, but only by the grace of God through faith in Christ as
Saviour (Ephesians 2:8-10). When you decide to fast, it should be
because you are convinced that it is the right kind of fasting of
which God approves. In Isaiah 58 again, God talks about fasting in
terms of "loosing the bonds of wickedness, allowing the oppressed
to go free, sharing one’s bread with the hungry and bringing the
homeless poor into your house..." From this kind of fasting comes
God's blessings and answer to prayer.

Suppose you do fast in the right way. What benefits can you derive
from a sincere and strict program of fasting? One value that will
come to you is self-mastery. When you fast, you learn to say "No"
to yourself. It is usually called self-denial. Another thing that
makes fasting fruitful is that it makes you choose the top priority in
your life. If you fast, you must decide who really your God is. What
are the priorities in your life? What is of first value and what is your
scale of values? It is common knowledge that many gods exist in
our corporate and individual lives. What we give top priority to is
what constitutes our god. For many, self is the god who is seen in
our selfishness and self-centredness. To deny self is to deny that
god. In the light of these gods, which are nothing other than top
priorities in our lives, fasting helps us to renounce these false gods
and give full loyalty and devotion to the true God. Dele Agbelusi

Memory Verse
“Is not this the kind of fasting I have chosen: to loose the

chains of injustice and untie the cords of the yoke, to set

the oppressed free and break every yoke? Is it not to share

your food with the hungry and to provide the poor wan-

derer with shelter—when you see the naked, to clothe them, and not to

turn away from your own flesh and blood?
Isaiah 58:6-7
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WHAT’S ON MARCH-APRIL

Date Time

16/03 1030hrs.

1700hrs

23/03 1030hrs.
1700hrs.

30/03 1030hrs.
1700hrs.

06/04 1030hrs.
1700hrs.

13/04 1030hrs.

1700hrs.

20/04 1030hrs.

1700hrs.

27/04 1030hrs.

1700hrs.

Order

Theme

Texts

SERVICE OF THE WORD 2 Cor.12:7-9;
WHAT IS SUCCESS-IV Acts 14:5-8

. (EW)

I AM-

GOD ALONE
(HS)HEALING AND ANOINTING - To follow

(EW)

IAM

YOUR PASSOVER

Exodus 7-10

Exodus 11-12

(FS) MOTHERING SUNDAY 1 Sam.1:20-28

AGM

(FS)

(HC)

EMMAUS DISCOURSE
(EW)MY LORD AND MY GOD

NO EVENING SERVICE

TEMPTED
& UNDEFILIED

EASTER DAY

John 8:46-59
(EwW) WHERE DO YOU STAND? Luke 20:1-19

Matt. 4:1-11
SERVICE OF LESSONS AND PASSIONTIDE
MUSIC

Col.3:1-4; Matt.28:1-10
(EW) RESURECTION IS REAL John 20:1-18

Luke 24:13-35
John 20:24-31

Note: (HC) - indicates Holy Communion (Common Worship); (MP)
- Morning Prayer; (EW) - Evening Worship(AA) - All Age/Parade
Service; (HA)- Healing and Anointing. There is Holy Communion
Service every Sunday at 8am using the Book of Common Prayer,

except 30th March and 20th April.

(continued from page 13)the king renounced him as Archbishop
and required everyone else to do the same. The bishops complied,
but the nobles put them to shame by refusing to follow their quis-
ling example. William secretly obtained the pallium and tried to
browbeat Anselm into receiving it from his hand. Anselm would not
give in. Eventually, the king had to allow a bishop to take the palli-
um to Canterbury and lay it on the altar, where Anselm, as highest
clergyman in the land, placed it on himself, demonstrating that his
authority came from the church, not the king. Dan Graves
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HISTORY TIMELINE ~Rockingham Council Cut Anselm

In the eleventh century, when the papacy split between pope Ur-
ban II and antipope Clement, it affected the whole Christian world,
including faraway England. King William Rufus, in a moment of se-
rious illness, "repented." He compelled Anselm to become Arch-
bishop of Canterbury. Later, he regretted this choice. When Anselm
asked for permission to obtain his pallium (a white, woolen band
indicating high church authority) from the pope, William asked
which pope. "Urban, of course," said Anselm.

Seeking a quarrel with the scholarly archbishop, the king said that
it was not the archbishop's decision to choose who would be recog-
nized as pope by England. Anselm might as well try and take the
crown from him! Anselm defended himself as best he could. He
said that he could loyally serve both pope and king, and persuaded
William to summon a council of bishops and nobility to resolve the
issue. On March 11, 1095, the bishops and nobles met in Rocking-
ham. The king maneuvered behind the scenes. Anselm himself ad-
dressed the assembly. "My brethren, Sons of the Church of God,
for so I call all you who are assembled here in the name of the
Lord, please pay attention and on the question which you have
been convened to discuss give to the best of your ability the help of
your considered opinion." He reminded the bishops that when he
was forced to become Archbishop, he had plainly declared his alle-
giance to Urban. "At that time, no one had a complaint against
me," he protested.

Now he asked them to "examine whether it be possible for me,
while retaining allegiance to the King, to keep obedience to the Ap-
ostolic See." He added, "To me it is a terrible thing to show disre-
spect to and disown the Vicar of St. Peter; a terrible thing, too, to
transgress the allegiance which under God I have promised to
maintain to the King; terrible most of all to be told that it will be
impossible for me to be true to one of these loyalties without being
false to the other."

The nobles and bishops feared William too much to stand with An-

selm. Anselm declared he would yield to Caesar what was Caesar's
and to God what was God's. The bishops turned against him, refus-
ing to bear his reply to the king. They urged him to yield, pointing
out that Urban was too far away to help him. When Anselm could
not be turned from his determination and no accusations or argu-
ments stood up to his wise answers, (continued on page 12)
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LAUGHTER LINES

THE VICAR AND THE POLLIS (POLICE)

The Vicar is on his bike and the pollis puts up his hand to

stop him. Squeal of brakes and the Vicar just manages to

pull up in time. '‘Nearly got you that time.' says Pollis.

‘You'll never get me, Constable; you see God is with me.

God is always with me.' 'Ah, that's it. Got you this time, Vicar, says the
pollis- ‘two on a bike.’

TO BECOME A BISHOP
Nathanial: 'Daddy, how do you become a Bishop?'

Daddy: ‘Well, no-one seems to actually know, but a good first step is
to be ordained. Do you want to be a Vicar when you grow up?'
Nathanial: ‘Well, not really-only if I have to, to be a Bishop.’

WHERE ARE YOU HEADING?
The Vicar was preaching a rousing sermon on Christian Giving, trying to
persuade his rather mean parishioners to a more generous frame of mind.
"You can't take it with you," he thundered, ‘and if you could, it would melt
in the place where most of you are heading.

A FRIEND INDEED!
Dry-rot had devastated the parish church to such an extent that it had
to be pulled down and completely rebuilt. The Vicar was comforted by
the Roman Catholic Priest. He even promised a donation and, after he had
consulted his lay folk, sent a donation from St. Patrick's of £250.00.
‘How on earth did you get them to do it?" asked the Vicar when next they
met. 'Oh, T just told them you needed money to pull down your church.
They were delighted to help'.
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LAUGHTER LINES

TRANSFORMATION WITHOUT REAL CHANGES
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“We’re hoping you’ll lead us on a journey of
transformation without requiring any real changes.”

MENSA MEMBERS MISS EASY SOLUTION

Mensa is an organization whose members have an IQ of 140 or higher. A
few years ago, there was a Mensa convention in San Francisco, and sev-
eral members lunched at a local café. While dining, they discovered
that their saltshaker contained pepper and their peppershaker was full
of salt. How could they swap the contents of the bottles without spill-
ing, and using only the implements at hand? Clearly this was a job for
Mensa! The group debated and presented ideas, and finally came up
with a brilliant solution involving a napkin, a straw, and an empty saucer.
They called the waitress over o dazzle her with their solution.
"Ma'am," they said, "we couldn't help but notice that the peppershaker
contains salt and the saltshaker .."

"Oh," the waitress interrupted. "Sorry about that." She unscrewed the
caps of both bottles and switched them.
Submitted by Sherman Lee Burford,
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AN 8-YEAR OLD TALKS ABOUT GOD

One of God's main jobs is making people. He makes them to re-
place the ones that die so there will be enough people to take care
of things on earth. He doesn't make grown-ups, just babies. I think
because they are smaller and easier to make. That way, He doesn't
have to take up His valuable time teaching them to talk and walk.
He can just leave that to mothers and fathers.

God's second most important job is listening %‘/

to prayers. An awful lot of this goes on, since B
some people, like preachers and others, pray | E

at other times besides bedtime. God doesn't - < B
have time to listen to the radio or TV because - oy

of this. Because He hears everything there ~

must be a terrible lot of noise in His ears, un-

less He has thought of a way to turn it N

off. God sees everything and hears every- E \ !

thing and is everywhere which keeps Him

pretty busy. So you shouldn't go wasting His time by going over
your mom and dad's head asking for something they said you
couldn't have.

Atheists are people who don't believe in God. There aren't any who
come to our church. Jesus is God's Son. He used to do all the hard
work like walking on water and performing miracles and trying to
teach the people who didn't want to learn about God. They finally
got tired of Him preaching to them and they crucified Him. But He
was good and kind like His Father and He told His Father that they
didn't know what they were doing and to forgive them and God said
OK.

His Dad (God) appreciated everything that He had done and all His
hard work on earth so He told Him He didn't have to go out on the
road anymore, He could stay in heaven. So He did. And now He
helps His Dad out by listening to prayers and seeing things which
are important for God to take care of and which ones He can
take care of Himself without having to bother God. Like a sec-
retary, only more important. (continued on page 18)
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FROM THE PEN OF YOUR FELLOW LABOURERS

Dearly Beloved,

"If you hold to my teachings, you are really my disci-
ples." John 8:31. It is true that Jesus Christ came to seek and
save the lost. His desire however is not just to make converts
who will escape hell and be in heaven but to make disciples
who will be like Him and live here on earth and make impact for
the Kingdom before going to heaven. A disciple is an apprentice
who is committed to live with, live like and be like the master.
Having accepted Jesus Christ as your Lord and Master and you
are indwelt by the Holy Spirit, you are to hold firm to the Scrip-
tures and its teaching and not deviate to the right or left. Igno-
rance of the Scriptures is not an option and selective obedience
to all its instructions are not acceptable standards for disciples.
As a disciple, you are being moulded to become a carbon copy of
Jesus Christ here on earth. When people see you, how you live
and what you do, they see Jesus literally. The difficult part is
holding to His teachings in this day and age. Are you reading and
meditating on the Bible daily? Are you taking steps to obey and
live by the teachings of the Bible? Are you really a disciple of Je-
sus Christ? Does Jesus Christ know you to be His disciple?

Sunday & Grace Bwanhot

GLEANINGS FOR MY DEVOTIONALS.

How can the church remain vital and alive in the face of opposi-
tion today? Paul offers two directives. First, he says, ‘Keep
watch over yourselves’ (Acts 20:28a). We shouldn’t tell the world
to live by God’s Word when research shows that Bible reading
among churchgoers is declining. The best way to bring biblical
values to secular society is for the church to rediscover its own
book. Second, Paul says, ‘Be shepherds’ (Acts 20:28b). The im-
age of a shepherd caring for God’s people reverberates through-
out Scripture (Psalm 23:1-6; Isaiah 40:10,11; Jeremiah 3:14,15)
and finds its culmination in Jesus Christ, the Good Shepherd (John
10:1-18). If we want to know how to strengthen the church to-
day, the quick answer is this: live like Jesus. D.A.
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An 8-year old talks about God

( continued from page 16)

You can pray anytime you want and they are sure to hear you
because they got it worked out so one of them is on duty all the
time.

You should always go to Church on Sunday because it makes
God happy, and if there's anybody you want to make happy, it's
God. Don't skip church to do something you think will be more
fun like going to the beach. This is wrong! And, besides, the sun
doesn't come out at the beach until noon anyway.

If you don't believe in God, besides being an atheist, you
will be very lonely, because your parents can't go every-
where with you, like to camp, but God can. Itis good to
know He's around you when you're scared in the dark or when
you can't swim very good and you get thrown into real deep wa-
ter by big kids. But you shouldn't just always think of what God
can do for you. I figure God put me here and He can take me
back anytime He pleases. And that's why I believe in God."

Danny Dutton, aged 8 for his homework assignment to "Explain God."

Bible Translations (continued from page 9 )

The more dynamic approach is as concerned with a modern
reader being provoked to the same response as the original lan-
guage provoked in the original writer/listener/reader. So, the
spectrum moves from identical text to receptor's response/
understanding. The focus moves from “text in its original con-
text” to “text in its modern context.” In one the emphasis is on
rendering a text in as identical fashion as possible while the other
is on rendering a text so that obstacles are removed to under-
standing. And another point: preachers and teachers, whether
they like the formal or not, always explain the text in dynamic
ways. All of this is connected to purpose of both translator and
reader — which I'll address in another post.

It is not to be forgotten that the NT authors more often than not
quote the Old Testament (Hebrew Bible) from its Greek transla-
tions (called Septuagint), and those translations were as dynamic
at times as we see in modern dynamic translations — making it
fairly obvious that use of dynamic translation is already at work
in the New Testament we are now reading.  Scot McKnight
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W To: You, My beloved child

But he took [the dead girl] by th
chil d, get wup!” Her spirit return
stood up. Then Jesus told them to give her something

to eat.

Subject: SAY “YES” TO LIFE

From: GOD, YOUR HEAVENLY FATHER i

Dear Child, 3

Sometimes the hardest thing in the world is not fac-

ing some big, heroic challenge. Sometimes the hardest

thing is just getting up, getting dressed, and saying

“yes” to I|ife.

Eating breakfast, brushing your teeth, and putting

one foot in front of the other is difficult when you

want to pull the <covers back ovle
easy to get discouraged and start feeling down on

life.

On days like that, | want you to remember how much |

believe in you. On days like that, | want you to hear

My Son, Jesus, saying to you, “ Get
and |11 be with you in the midst
His love was powerful enough to raise a dead girl to

i fe, don’'t you think it’'s power f
you the hope and energy you need f
to life.

Your Life - Giver, v

" God !

Adapted from ‘e-mail from God for Teens’-Clonigers 19



TEXT FOR THE YEAR (Isaiah 41:10. NLT)

Don’t be afraid, for | am with you. Don’t be discouraged, for | am your God. | will
strengthen you and help you. | will hold you up with my victorious right hand.
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Enquiry/Counselling/Prayer Lifeline - please phone 020 8340 1566
Editorial Board: Sheila Wheeler, lyabo Agbelusi, Dele Agbelusi
Vicar: - Revd Canon Dele Agbelusi

Church Wardens: Peter Green, Jibola Fapohunda, Charles Murphy
Lay Ministers: Richard Mercer, lyabo Agbelusi

Organist: Position vacant
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